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James F. Woodward

By Morgan Kelly

As green buildings sprout up with 
increasing regularity, researchers at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh will lead a four-year, $2 
million federally funded project to revamp 
sustainable construction by investigating 
the true environmental presence of current 
green buildings and redesign-
ing the scientific method that 
guides sustainable construc-
tion. The researchers will then 
integrate their work into a 
digital simulator that would 
predict a structure’s ultimate 
footprint based on construction 
and performance decisions.

Melissa Bilec, a profes-
sor of civil and environmental 
engineering in Pitt’s Swan-
son School of Engineering, 
received an Emerging Frontiers 
in Research and Innovation grant in Sci-
ence in Energy and Environmental Design 
(EFRI-SEED) from the National Science 
Foundation to lead a group of Pitt and 
Carnegie Mellon University researchers 
in evaluating and expanding the scope of 
life-cycle assessments, or LCAs. When used 
in construction, LCAs analyze a building’s 
environmental impact throughout its entire 
existence, from the production of its basic 
components and raw materials to its even-
tual demolition and disposal.

Coinvestigators from Pitt include Alex 
Jones, a professor in the Swanson School’s 
Department of Electrical and Computer 

Pitt Researchers Lead $2 Million Federally Funded Effort to Revamp 
Measurement of Green Construction’s Environmental Impact

Engineering; Amy Landis, a pro-
fessor of civil and environmental 
engineering; and Laura Schaefer, 
a professor in the Department 
of Mechanical Engineering and 
Materials Science. Also included 

is Stephen Lee, head of 
the Carnegie Mellon’s 
School of Architecture. 
The team received one 
of only 10 EFRI-SEED 
grants awarded this 
year, joining such other 
recipients as the Uni-
versity of California at 
Berkeley, the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, 
and the University of 
Virginia. Initial work 
on the project was sup-

ported by the Mascaro Center 
for Sustainable Innovation, Pitt’s 
center for sustainable engineer-
ing and sustainable neighborhood 
design.

The current LCA model has 
not developed in step with sus-
tainable engineering research, 
Bilec explained, meaning that 
important considerations are not 
factored into a building’s con-
struction. Notably absent is a method for 
quantifying a structure’s potential effect 
on the people who use it every day, Bilec 
said. For instance, LCAs currently consider 

By Morgan Kelly

School of Arts and Sciences faculty 
member James F. Woodward has been 
named Distinguished Professor of History 
and Philosophy of Science. Pitt Chancellor 
Mark A. Nordenberg made the appoint-
ment, which became effective Sept. 1.

The rank of Distinguished Professor 

James F. Woodward Named Distinguished 
Professor of History and Philosophy of Science

recognizes extraordinary, internationally 
recognized scholarly attainment in an indi-
vidual discipline or field.

Woodward came to Pitt’s Department 
of History and Philosophy 
of Science at the beginning 
of the 2010-11 academic 
year from the California 
Institute of Technology 
where he was the J.O. and 
Juliette Koepfli Professor 
of Humanities.

Woodward’s research 
covers a number of dif-
ferent areas, including 
theories of causation, the 
philosophy of psychol-
ogy, and the philosophy 
of social science. Among 
his interests is the empiri-
cal psychology of causal 
learning and judgment. 
He is part of a multidis-
ciplinary project through 
the James S. McDonnell Foundation to 
explore the relationship between formal 
theories and actual observations of how 
children and adults learn about causal 
relationships. The basis of the project is 
that theory and experimental work should 
complement one another. Woodward’s own 
work in this area, the book Making Things 
Happen: A Theory of Causal Explanation 
(Oxford University Press, 2005), won the 

2005 Lakatos Award, which is endowed by 
the Geneva-based Latsis Foundation and 
given annually for an outstanding contri-
bution to the philosophy of science field.

Woodward also is 
interested in moral psy-
chology and empirical 
ethics, or studying how 
people behave in moral 
situations and the psycho-
logical mechanisms that 
dictate that behavior.

Woodward currently 
serves as president-elect of 
the Philosophy of Science 
Association (PSA), which 
publishes Philosophy of 
Science, the field’s pre-
mier scholarly journal; 
organizes conventions; 
awards prizes for notable 
work; and promotes dis-
cussion and research. 
Woodward is joined in 

the PSA’s administration by Pitt history 
and philosophy professor and chair Sandra 
Mitchell and professor John Norton, direc-
tor of Pitt’s Center for Philosophy of 
Science, both of whom serve on the asso-
ciation’s governing board.

Woodward received his bachelor’s 
degree from Carleton College in 1968 and 
his PhD degree from the University of 
Texas in 1977.

Woodward’s research 
covers a number 
of different areas, 
including theories 
of causation, the 
philosophy of 
psychology, and the 
philosophy of social 
science. 

the emissions produced when carpeting 
is manufactured, but not the gases slowly 

Melissa Bilec

By Sharon S. Blake

An exciting and revolutionary method 
of printing books is now in operation at the 
University of Pittsburgh.

The Espresso Book Machine (EBM), 
which can print a library-quality paperback 
book with a full-color laminated cover in 
just minutes, will be shown to a number of 
Pitt dignitaries and librarians today at Pitt’s 
Hillman Library. 

The machine, the first of its kind to 
be used in Pennsylvania, was purchased 
this summer by Pitt’s University Library 
System (ULS), working in collaboration 
with the University of Pittsburgh Press and 
the University Book Center, to print books 
as the titles are ordered—a less expensive 
process than buying a minimum run from 
a printing company. Pitt is one of only 30 
universities worldwide to have the EBM.

The EBM’s software system, called 
EspressNet, connects the machine to a vast 
network of permissioned content, includ-
ing nearly a million titles in the EspressNet 
database, thousands of titles in the ULS 
D-Scribe online collections, and books 
published by University of Pittsburgh Press. 
The EBM will print, align, mill, glue, bind 
and trim anything that a laser printer can 
print—from textbooks to lab journals. A 
typical book can be produced in less than 
seven minutes.

The first book “off the press” will be 
the revised paperback edition of Where the 
Evidence Leads (University of Pittsburgh 
Press, 2003) by the Honorable Dick Thorn-
burgh—former Pennsylvania Governor 
and U.S. Attorney General, member of the 
Pitt Board of Trustees, and of counsel to 
the international law firm of K&L Gates, 
LLP—who will be in attendance during 
today’s demonstration. 

“The Espresso machine will give Pitt 
the capability to produce high-quality 
print books from electronic books, which 
could lower the cost of some textbooks and 
required reading materials for students,” 
said Rush Miller, Hillman University 
Librarian and ULS director. Miller added 
that the machine provides a way to obtain 
books in the Pitt Digital Library and a 
faster way to print books published by the 
University of Pittsburgh Press.

“When I first heard about the Espresso 
Book Machine, I saw a new way to make 
scholarly books readily available to fac-
ulty and students across the country,” said 
Cynthia Miller, director of the University 
of Pittsburgh Press. “A bookstore-in-a-box, 
if you will, the EBM provides immediate 
access to thousands of books, including 
those published by the Press.” 

The EBM is currently on the ground 
floor of Hillman Library, but eventually will 
be housed at the University Book Center.

Pitt Unveils Espresso Book 
Machine at Hillman Library
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Pitt Researchers Lead 
Measurement of 
Green Construction’s 
Environmental Impact
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“For our study, we first want to 
make sure sustainable buildings 
perform as they should. If they do 
not, we need to modify the design."
—Melissa Bilec 

released by the carpeting and its adhesives 
over time, gases that people inhale. 

“The LCA model needs to go further, 
especially in the area of building construc-
tion,” Bilec said. “For our study, we first 
want to make sure sustainable buildings 
perform as they should. If they do not, we 
need to modify the design. Our second goal 
concerns the human aspect. We spend 90 
percent of our time inside, and we know 
very little about the real quality of indoor 
air. The interaction between people and the 
indoor environment needs to be considered 
if we want to understand overall sustain-
ability.”

To improve the LCA model, the 
researchers will first identify its weak-
est components—those that need to be 
more thorough, considerations that are 
overlooked, and cumbersome aspects of 
the model—through electronic surveys 
distributed to people and trade groups in the 
architecture, construction, and engineering 
fields who use the assessments most, as well 
as an evaluation of current case studies on 
sustainable building.

The team will then develop criteria 
that engineers and architects can use to 
determine the long-term sustainability of 
a building and its components. In addition, 
the group plans to integrate the revised 
LCA template into a digital interface they 
have named “the BUILD dashboard.” This 
simulator would predict the possible envi-
ronmental footprint of various construction 
decisions. Bilec said the group will then test 
the dashboard on structures in Pittsburgh.

The final prospective step in the proj-
ect is to incorporate the new LCA into the 
Building Information Modeling, or BIM, 
process, real-time software widely used to 
design and construct buildings.

BrieflyNoted
Pitt Sets Adoption 
Lecture for 
Sept. 30 

University of Baltimore School of Law 
Professor Elizabeth Samuels will present 
a lecture titled “Adoption, Identity, and 
Confidentiality: The History of Closed Records” 
at 12:30 p.m. Sept. 30 in Room G-20 of the 
University of Pittsburgh’s Barco Law Building. 

The lecture—sponsored by Pitt’s School 
of Arts and Sciences, School of Law, and Wom-
en’s Studies Program as well as the Pittsburgh 
Consortium for Adoption Studies—is the first 
event of a four-part series designed to provide 
a forum for students, faculty, and the general 
public to gain a better understanding of the 
adoption process.

Samuels has written extensively on 
adoption rights. Her current research involves 
the surrender documents that birth moth-
ers are required to sign during the adoption 
process. Her career-long research efforts 
include investigations of adult adoptees’ access 
to original birth records and government rulings 
regarding mothers’ consents to the adoption of 
their newborn infants.

An expert in constitutional and child and 
family law, Samuels has testified in state legisla-
tive hearings about adoption law bills and has 
lectured at national conferences on adoption. 

The lecture is free and open to the public. 
For more information, e-mail mnovy@pitt.edu or 
wasserma@pitt.edu.
—By Sierra L. Starks

Pitt Department of 
Communication to Host 
Public Address Conference 
Sept. 30-Oct. 2

The University of Pitts-
burgh’s Department of Communi-
cation will host the 12th Biennial 
Public Address Conference 
titled “Human Rights Rhetoric: 
Controversies, Conundrums, and 
Community Actions” from Sept. 
30 to Oct. 2 at the Holiday Inn 
Select–University Center, 100 
Lytton Ave., Oakland.

Sponsored by the Pitt Department of Com-
munication’s Jack Matthews Endowment Fund and 
the Arts and Sciences Faculty Research and Schol-
arship Program, among others, the conference 
features lectures, breakout sessions, as well as a 
banquet at 7 p.m. Oct. 2 to recognize Professor 
David Zarefsky of Northwestern University, this 
year’s conference honoree.  

Zarefsky is the Owen L. Coon Professor of 
Communication Studies at Northwestern. He is 
being honored for his significant contributions to 
the topics of human rights, rhetoric, and public 
address that include more than 70 published 
articles in professional journals.

Kirt Wilson, an associate professor of 
communication arts and sciences at Pennsylvania 
State University, will deliver the Sept. 30 lecture 
titled “More Than Civil Rights: The Fight for Black 
Freedom as a Human Rights Struggle.” The lecture 

is open only to conference registrants. 
Two public lectures will be held 

in the Frick Fine Arts Auditorium. Mari Boor 
Tonn, an associate professor of rhetoric at the 
University of Richmond, will present a lecture titled 
“From the Eye to the Soul: Industrial Labor’s 
Mary Harris ‘Mother’ Jones, and the Rhetorics of 

Display” at 4 p.m. Oct. 1. Stephen John Hartnett, 
associate professor and chair of the Department 
of Communication at the University of Colorado at 
Denver, will deliver a talk titled “Speaking With 
the Damned: or, Prison Education, Social Justice, 
and Communication as a Human Right” at 4 p.m. 
Oct. 2. 

The complete conference schedule is 
available at www.pitt.edu/~comm/. For more 
information, contact Pitt professor Lester Olson 
at olson@pitt.edu.
—By Sierra L. Starks

Call for Nominations for 
Pitt’s Bellet Awards, 
Ampco-Pittsburgh Prize

The University of Pittsburgh School 
of Arts and Sciences will accept nomina-

tions from Oct. 1 to Oct. 31 for both the 
Tina and David Bellet Teaching Excellence 

Awards and the Ampco-Pittsburgh Prize for Excel-
lence in Advising.

David Bellet (CAS ’67) and his wife, Tina, 
established the Bellet Teaching Excellence Awards 
in 1998 to recognize outstanding and innovative 
undergraduate teaching in the School of Arts and 
Sciences. Bellet award recipients receive a cash prize 
in appreciation of their contributions to the School of 
Arts and Sciences and the University.

 To qualify for the award, nominees must be 
full-time undergraduate Arts and Sciences’ faculty 
who have taught for three years on Pitt’s Pittsburgh 

campus. Applicants must receive at least 
three nominations to be considered for 
the award. 

Students and faculty may 
submit nominations to Arts 
and Sciences Senior Director 
for Undergraduate Studies 
Judy McConnaha, 140 
Thackeray Hall, 139 Uni-
versity Place, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15260. Electronic 

submissions can be sent to Carol 
Lynch at clynch@pitt.edu, but 
must be followed by a signed 
paper duplicate.  

Ampco-Pittsburgh Corpora-
tion established the Ampco-
Pittsburgh Prize for Excellence in 
Advising in 2006 to recognize 
outstanding academic advisors and 
their commitment to the success 
of Pitt’s undergraduate students. 
Award recipients receive a one-
time $4,000 cash prize.

Full-time undergraduate Arts 
and Sciences faculty members are 
eligible for the Ampco-Pittsburgh 
Prize. Nominees must have been 
a departmental advisor for at least 
three years on the Pittsburgh campus 

to be considered. Nominees must receive at least 
one nomination from their department chair or 
program director and at least two from undergradu-
ate students whom they have advised.

Department chairs, program directors, and 
current and former undergraduate advisees may 
submit nominations to Arts and Sciences Senior 
Director for Undergraduate Studies Judy McCon-
naha, 140 Thackeray Hall, 139 University Place, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15260. Electronic submissions can be 
sent to taylor@as.pitt.edu. Additional information 
is available at www.as.pitt.edu/teaching/awards.
html#ampco.

Author John Perkins to Speak 
At Pitt on Oct. 14 

John Perkins, New York Times best-selling 
author, will lecture on corporate responsibility, 
ethics in the public and private sector, and sustain-
able environmental practices at 8 p.m. Oct. 14 in 
the Soldiers and Sailors Auditorium.

A question-and-answer session and book 
signing will follow the lecture. 

Perkins is the author of 
Confessions of an Economic 
Hit Man (Penguin Group, 
2006), The Secret History 
of the American Empire 
(Penguin Group, 2008) 
and Hoodwinked (Random 
House, 2009). He has held a 
variety of positions, including 
chief economist for a major 

international consulting firm, 
CEO of an alternative energy company, and adviser 
to Fortune 500 corporations and the World Bank. 
Perkins donates all proceeds from his speaking 
engagements to his nonprofit work, which includes 
environmental sustainability efforts and human 

rights initiatives in the Amazon 
rainforest region.

Among the spon-
sors of this event are the 
University of Pittsburgh’s 

Joseph M. Katz 
Graduate School 
of Business 
and College 
of Business 
Adminis-
tration, 
International 
Business 
Center, 

Center for 
Latin American 
Studies, Global 
Studies Program, 
and Graduate 

School of Public 
and International 
Affairs. 

For more 
information, visit 
www.gpsa.pitt.edu or 
www.johnperkins.org.
—Jessica L. Myers

David Zarefsky

Tina and David Bellet

John Perkins
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The University of Pittsburgh’s 10th 
annual celebration of science and technol-
ogy, “Science2010—Transformations,” 
will be held Oct. 7-8 in Alumni Hall. 
Admission to all Science2010 events is 
free and open to the public, but registra-
tion is required.

The conference’s activities are 
intended to provide opportunities for 
participants to gain both knowledge and 
transformative knowledge. “There is no 
textbook for practicing transformative sci-
ence,” the conference’s Web site says. “But 
Science2010 is predicated on the belief 
that we raise our chances of achieving 
transformative insight when we go beyond 
mastering our own areas of expertise and 
actively engage our peers in other disci-
plines. The challenge we face today—in 
achieving great science, in developing new 
technologies, in translating biomedical 

Pitt “Science2010—Transformations” 
Is Set for Oct. 7-8 in Alumni Hall

research into clinical practice—is to make 
the connections that transform who we are, 
what we do, and how we see the world we 
inhabit.”

The event’s four plenary speakers and 
their lecture topics are Stephen J. Elledge, 
the Gregor Mendel Professor of Genetics 
and Medicine and a Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute investigator at Harvard Medi-
cal School, “The DNA Damage Response: 
Stopped for Repairs”; Patrick D. Gallagher, 
director of the National Institute of Stan-
dards and Technology, “Strengthening the 
Connections: Research, Innovation, and 
Economic Growth”; Ann M. Graybiel, the 
Walter A. Rosenblith Professor of Neurosci-
ence and investigator, McGovern Institute 
for Brain Research, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, “Our Habitual Lives: How 
the Brain Makes and Breaks Habits”; and 
Mark B. Roth, a member of the Fred 

Hutchinson Cancer Research Center and an 
affiliate associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Washington, “Metabolic Flexibility 
and Suspended Animation.”

Two poster sessions are scheduled for 
1 p.m. on Oct. 7 and 8, with topics ranging 
from basic life science to new research tools 
and techniques. An undergraduate research 
poster reception will be held at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 7 where undergrads from across the 
University will exhibit faculty-mentored 
research posters in basic science, medicine, 
and engineering.

Also on display will be product and 
service exhibits by corporate and organi-
zational sponsors as well as information 
booths by University offices that serve the 
scientific community.

A full schedule of Science2010 events 
and registration details are available at 
www.science2010.pitt.edu.

By Sharon S. Blake

A longitudinal study led by a Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh psychologist reveals that 
children from low-income families placed 
in high-quality preschool programs have 
fewer behavioral problems in middle child-
hood and that such settings were especially 
important for boys and Black children.

The study—conducted by research-
ers at Pitt, Boston College, Universidad 
de los Andes, Loyola University Chicago, 
and Northwestern University—has been 
published in the September/October issue 
of the journal Child Development. 

“This study adds to a growing body 
of evidence suggesting the need for policy 
and programmatic efforts to increase low-
income families’ access to high-quality 
early care and education,” said Pitt assistant 
professor of psychology Elizabeth Votruba-
Drzal, who led the study.

The researchers looked at approxi-
mately 350 children from low-income 
families in Boston, Chicago, and San 
Antonio when they were preschoolers, ages 
2 to 4, and again when they reached middle 
childhood, ages 7 to 11. The youngsters 
were part of the Three-City Study, a long-
term look at the well-being of low-income 
families following welfare reform in 1996. 
The children in the study used the childcare 
options available in their communities. 

An examination of the data revealed 
that children who attended more respon-
sive, stimulating, and well-structured 
settings during preschool had fewer 
behavioral problems—such as aggression 
and rule breaking—in middle childhood.

High-quality care was particularly 
important for boys and Black children, 
the study found. Children in those groups 
seemed to be especially responsive to 
stimulating and responsive care outside 
the home. Votruba-Drzal says the study 
strengthens the researchers’ understanding 
of how child development in low-income 
families is shaped by childcare experi-
ences.

The study was funded, in part, by the 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute 
of Child Health and Human Develop-
ment and the following federal agencies: 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Planning, the Administration on Develop-
mental Disabilities, the Administration for 
Children and Families, the Social Security 
Administration, and the National Institute 
of Mental Health. 

Good Child Care for Low-
Income Preschoolers Can 
Cut Behavior Problems 
Later, Study Finds
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• In the earliest days of the last fiscal 
year, we faced the truly urgent need to 
counter an attempt to reclassify Pennsyl-
vania’s state-related universities as “non-
public” entities. Though contrary to 
both precedent and policy, that misdes-
ignation could have 
deprived Pitt, Penn 
State, Temple, and 
Lincoln of tens of 
millions of dollars of 
federal and state sup-
port. Working with 
those other universi-
ties, we were able to 
secure a reversal of 
that position in the 
U.S. Department of 
Education, preserv-
ing our right to share 
in federal stimulus 
funds targeted for 
public higher edu-
cation and also to 
benefit from the state 
funding protections 
built into that federal 
legislation.

• We endured 
not only an extended 
delay in the passage 
of  the Com mon-
wealth’s  genera l 
budget but, when our 
funding was 
tied to the 
resolution 
of par ti-
san dif-
ferences 
over the 
shape of 

To:	 Members of the University Community
From:	 Mark A. Nordenberg
Date:	 September 22, 2010
Re:	 Looking Back and Moving Ahead

A
s everyone who lived through it knows, last year was both 
a time of trouble and a time of triumph here at Pitt. Right 
from the start, we faced a succession of daunting challenges. 
Not only did we effectively deal with each obstacle that the 
year presented, but we continued to build momentum as 

we pushed forward with our important work.
gaming legislation, were forced to contend 
with an even longer delay before action was 
taken on our own appropriation. Formal 
approval of our state funding did not come 
until mid-December, and no state appro-
priation dollars actually were received until 

February. Relying on 
f inancial st rength 
built over the course 
of many years, we 
simply had to “wait 
out” these delays. And 
to be clear, that wait 
did not just involve 
maintaining our own 
operations without 
state funding flows. 
Instead, we also pro-
vided an extended 
grace period for stu-
dents who could not 
meet normal tuition-
payment deadlines 
because their indi-
vidual state grants 
also had been held up 
by the budget delay.

• A highly pub-
licized plan to tax 
the tuition paid by all 
students enrolled in 
Pittsburgh institutions 
of higher education 
put this City in a nega-
tive national media 

spotlight and raised the specter of increased 
costs for our students and an uncompetitive 
business climate for Pitt and Pittsburgh’s 
other colleges and universities. Through 
a broad-based higher education coalition, 
whose efforts included a heavy dose of stu-
dent advocacy, we were able to secure the 
withdrawal of that proposal.

• The disruptions following the G-20 
Summit posed a threat to positive campus 
relations that had been productively and 
respectfully built over the course of many 
years, even though the University’s influ-

ence over summit-related events was very 
limited. During the G-20 and in its wake, 
we worked hard to maintain the good 
relationships between our students and 

administration—and particularly with 
our Office of Student Affairs and 
the Pitt Police—that have come 
to characterize the University of 
Pittsburgh.

• Not long after the G-20 and 
before either our State budget 

woes or the problems posed by 
the City’s proposed tuition tax were 

behind us, talk of possible confer-
ence expansion threw the world of 

intercollegiate athletics into a state of some 
disarray—a condition that persists, though 
to a somewhat lesser degree, today. 

Our success in effectively meeting, or 
at least deflecting, those challenges took 
enormous effort and might itself be viewed 
as a worthy cause for celebration. What is 
far more remarkable, though, is that we not 
only met those very significant challenges 
but were able to build further momentum 
while moving through such a difficult 
period. What we saw during the last year 

was a continuation of the progress that now 
has been building at Pitt over the course of 
many years. In some key areas, in fact, we 
saw even more dramatic rates of progress 
despite these troubling times. Consider the 
following examples.

We continued to build an outstanding 
record in both student recruitment and stu-
dent performance. Looking just at this fall’s 
freshman class here in Oakland, as one key 
indicator of broader institutional strength, 
that class was drawn from a pool of 22,616 

We currently rank 5th 
among all American 
universities in terms of the 
grant funding attracted by 
members of our faculty 
from the National Institutes 
of Health— joining Harvard, 
Johns Hopkins, Penn, and 
the University of California 
at San Francisco in that top 
five. We also rank in the top 
10 universities in total 
federal science and engi-
neering research and devel-
opment support. 

UniversityUpdate

The fact that we claimed our third Rhodes Scholar in five years was one 
visible sign of the high accomplishment that has come to characterize 
our enrolled students. Pitt undergraduates also claimed Goldwater, 
Udall, and Boren Scholarships; three Humanities in Action Fellowships; 
two Whitaker Foundation International Fellowships; and a Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace Junior Fellowship.
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applications, compared to 7,825 in 1995 and 
21,737 last year—a near-tripling of applica-
tions over the course of the past 15 years and 
a jump of nearly 900 applicants in the last 
year alone. Based on the most current data 
available, the class has an average SAT score 
of 1273, compared to 1110 in 1995 and 1264 
last year, and 51 percent of the entering class 
members ranked in the top 10 percent of their 
high school graduating classes, compared to 
19 percent in 1995 and 49 percent last year.

The fact that we claimed our third 
Rhodes Scholar in five years was one 
visible sign of the high accomplishment 
that has come to characterize our enrolled 
students. Pitt undergraduates also claimed 
Goldwater, Udall, and Boren Scholarships; 
three Humanities in Action Fellowships; two 
Whitaker Foundation International Fellow-
ships; and a Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace Junior Fellowship. To give 
just three other examples, six graduating 
seniors and seven current graduate students 
were awarded National Science Founda-
tion Graduate Research Fellowships, two 
graduate students received dissertation fel-
lowships in a competition jointly sponsored 
by the American Council of Learned Soci-
eties, and the Andrew Mellon Foundation, 
and another graduate student was named a 
National Geographic Emerging Explorer.

During the last year, we also saw our 
freshman-to-sophomore retention rate rise to 
93 percent, about a 10 percent increase since 
1995 and a level that takes us into the range 
of retention rates found at the country’s other 
top public research universities. Such goals 
also remind us, if we need reminding, that 
our mission is to create a learning environ-
ment that positions all 35,000 Pitt students 
to effectively use the power of education to 
build better lives.

We continued to build exceptional 
strength as a center of pioneering research. 
Our research expenditures rose from $240 
million in 1995 to $654 million in FY 2009 
to $737 million in FY 2010. Take a moment 
to think about those numbers—we have 
more than tripled our research expenditures 
over the past 15 years, and last year, at a time 
when almost everything else in the economy 
was stalled, we grew our research base by 
$83 million, an increase of nearly 13 percent. 
Roughly half of that increase is tied to suc-
cess in pursuing federal stimulus grants. The 
other half reflected our more general success 
in federal grant competitions.

We currently rank 5th among all Ameri-
can universities in terms of the grant funding 
attracted by members of our faculty from 
the National Institutes of Health— joining 
Harvard, Johns Hopkins, Penn, and the 
University of California at San Francisco 
in that top five. We also rank in the top 

10 universities in total federal science and 
engineering research and development sup-
port. That group consists of Johns Hopkins, 
Washington, Michigan, Penn, UCLA, Duke, 
Columbia, Stanford, the University of Cali-
fornia at San Francisco, and Pitt.

We continued to garner wide-ranging 
forms of recognition for our many and varied 
strengths. For the fourth consecutive year, 
we were ranked in the very top cluster of 
the country’s public research universities in 
the objective assessment independently pro-
duced each year by the Center for Measuring 
University Performance—joining Berkeley, 
Illinois, Michigan, North Carolina, UCLA, 
and Wisconsin in that distinguished group. 
During the course of the year, Pitt received 
many other honors—recognized as one of 
the best places in the country to do bio-
medical research, as one of the country’s best 
employers of people older than 50, and as one 
of the country’s most veteran-friendly uni-
versities. We were the country’s top-ranked 
public university in the Saviors of our Cities 
assessment of community outreach pro-
grams. We also received top national honors 
for our commitment to programs designed 
to create a vibrant campus culture that is not 
alcohol-dependent, 
and the most recent 
issue of the Princ-
eton Review’s college 
guide listed us as one 
of the country’s top 
10 universities in the 
“happiest students” 
category.

We cont inued 
to build the levels 
of financial strength 
that are essential to 
the pursuit of our 
high academic goals. 
Earlier this month, 
we announced that 
we had passed the 
$1.5 billion mark in 
our $2 billion capital 
campaign. This is 
the largest amount 
o f  m o n e y  e v e r 
raised by any group 
for any purpose in 
this region, and our 
successes in fund-
raising have made 
a difference to the 
people, programs, 
and physical plant 
of Pitt. Among other 
things, this campaign has created nearly 500 
new endowed scholarships and fellowships, 
more than 100 new endowed chairs and 
professorships, and nearly 700 new named 

student and faculty resource endowments. 
Campaign contributions also have been 
critical to the creation and support of key 
program initiatives and to transformational 
facilities improvement projects on all five 
of our campuses.

As further signs of financial strength, 
following the market plunge during the 
“Great Recession,” our endowment has 
moved back above the $2 billion mark, and 
endowment returns last year climbed to 12.5 
percent, a very welcome sign. For most Pitt 
employees, probably few signs were more 
welcome, though, than our ability to craft a 
budget that included a salary increase pool, 
while maintaining the size of our work force, 
in the face of flat state funding and stress on 
almost all other revenue streams.

We brought new talent into our senior 
leadership team. Most notably, of course, 
Patty Beeson assumed the Provost’s posi-
tion on Aug. 15. Her appointment generated 
enthusiasm and entirely positive reactions 
on campus, and she certainly is off to a very 
strong start, having named three outstanding 
colleagues—David DeJong, Juan Manfredi, 
and Alberta Sbragia—to key positions 
within the Provost’s Office. The summer 
months also brought the appointment of 
Steve Husted—who is both an outstanding 
teacher and an accomplished administra-
tor—as Interim Dean of the Honors College. 

D
espite the many victories of the 
past year, though, many of our 
most serious challenges have 
persisted. For example, the City’s 
pension problems, which led to the 
“tuition tax” proposal, have not 

been solved, and we are dependent on a safe, 
vibrant, fiscally healthy City of Pittsburgh. 
Even worse, the City’s pension problems are 
dwarfed by the state’s pension problems, and 
the state’s budget challenges go far beyond 
underfunded pensions, with some experts 
predicting that total short-term shortfalls 
will be measured in the billions of dollars. 

At least under existing 
law, this is the last year of 
federal stimulus funding, 
which means that we soon 
will confront what has 
come to be known as the 
federal “funding cliff.” 
Public t ranspor tation 
problems recently have 
become the focus of real 
concern, particularly in 
this region. And we are an 
institution that depends 
heavily on public trans-
portation—as a means of 
getting employees back 
and forth to work, for stu-
dents who do not live in 
the immediate vicinity of 
campus getting back and 
forth to classes, and for 
students taking advan-
tage of the richness of 
the region, whether that is 
for jobs or internships or 
enrichment activities like 
the Pitt Arts Program.

W h a t  d o e s  t h i s 
mean for us? Most obvi-
ously, we have not moved 
beyond troubled times. In 
fact, it seems likely that 

even more daunting challenges may await 
us. To take just the single most obvious 
example, the federal funding cliff could 
present very serious difficulties, as could 

We continued to garner wide-ranging forms of recognition for our many 
and varied strengths. For the fourth consecutive year, we were ranked 
in the very top cluster of the country’s public research universities in the 
objective assessment independently produced each year by the Center for 
Measuring University Performance—joining Berkeley, Illinois, Michigan, 
North Carolina, UCLA, and Wisconsin in that distinguished group. During 
the course of the year, Pitt received many other honors—recognized as 
one of the best places in the country to do biomedical research, as one of 
the country’s best employers of people older than 50, and as one of the 
country’s most veteran-friendly universities.  

We brought new talent into 
our senior leadership team. 
Most notably, of course, 
Patty Beeson assumed 
the Provost’s position on 
Aug. 15. Her appointment 
generated enthusiasm and 
entirely positive reactions on 
campus, and she certainly 
is off to a very strong start, 
having named three out-
standing colleagues—David 
DeJong, Juan Manfredi, and 
Alberta Sbragia—to key 
positions within the 
Provost’s Office. 

almost any of these other issues, with 
possible consequences becoming even 
more severe if some combination of 
them were to hit us at once. But our suc-
cess in meeting past challenges should 
provide some measure of confidence 
moving forward, and our record of 
forging further progress, even when 
challenged, adds substance to the hope 
that we might emerge from this period 
as an even stronger and more highly 
regarded university.

In his book, Troubled Times for 
American Higher Education: The 
1990’s and Beyond, Clark Kerr—whose 
distinguished career included service 
as Chancellor at Berkeley and Chair of 
the Carnegie Commission on Higher 
Education—said, “Everybody behaves 
more or less alike at a cocktail party 
(the 1980’s), but not on the firing lines 
(the 1990’s).” He also predicted that, 
in light of the serious challenges that 
he expected would arise, the period 
from 1990 to 2010 could be a period of 
greater-than-usual change in univer-
sity rankings, tied to the comparative 
effectiveness of institutional responses 
to those challenges.

The last 15 years have seen a clear 
rise in the strength, quality, and reputa-
tion of the University of Pittsburgh. The 
momentum that we have built obviously 
is tied to a rich reservoir of human 
talent. But other qualities consistently 
on display throughout our University—
commitment, discipline, selflessness, 
and an appetite for hard work, among 
them—have been indispensable to our 
progress. To borrow from the language 
of Chancellor Kerr, we seem to have 
responded appropriately and well to life 
on “the firing lines.” 

I wish I could promise that the 
weeks, months, and years ahead will 
be easier, but I cannot. However, I do 
believe that, as long as we remain true 
to the institutional character that we 
have helped shape and keep working 
together, more good days lie ahead, for 
Pitt and for all of us who care about Pitt. 
Some of the victories yet to be claimed 
almost certainly will be worthy of cel-
ebrations taking a range of forms, and I 
look forward to sharing them with you.

The last 15 years have seen 
a clear rise in the strength, 
quality, and reputation of 
the University of Pittsburgh. 
The momentum that we have 
built obviously is tied to a rich 
reservoir of human talent. But 
other qualities consistently on 
display throughout our Univer-
sity—commitment, discipline, 
selflessness, and an appetite 
for hard work, among them—
have been indispensable to our 
progress. 
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Louis M. Gomez, a professor and the 
Helen S. Faison Chair in Urban Educa-
tion in Pitt’s School of Education, and 
John M. Wallace, a professor in Pitt’s 
School of Social Work, will be honored 
during the New Pittsburgh Courier’s 
50 Men of Excellence awards on Sept. 
30 in Heinz Field’s West Club Lounge. 
The awards are given to men in the 
greater Pittsburgh area for their profes-
sional excellence and dedication to the 
community. Also to 
be honored are 11 Pitt 
alumni: Curtis Aiken 
(CGS ’87), president, 
CEO, and founder 
of Protech Compli-
ance, Inc.; Kevin W. 
Ca meron  ( KGSB 
’00), vice president 
of enterprise vendor 
management for the 
PNC Financial Ser-
vices Group;  Clar-
ence Curry (KGSB 
’71), senior diversity 
coordinator for the 
Pittsburgh Sports and 
Exhibition Author-
ity;  Harold Hayes 
(A&S ’75), reporter, 
KDKA-TV; Terrance 
A .  H a y e s  (A & S 
’97G), professor of 
creative writing at Carnegie Mellon 
University; Max Miller (LAW ’93), 
director of the University of Pitts-
burgh’s Law School Innovation Prac-
tice Institute; Thomas A. Motley (CGS 
’72, GSPIA ’75), past polemarch of 
the Pittsburgh Alumni Chapter of 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc.; Leon 
Pamphile (A&S ’73G, EDUC ’78G, 
’80G), pastor and executive director 
of Functional Literacy Ministry of 
Haiti; William T. Simmons (LAW 
’78), director of the Shuman Juvenile 
Detention Center; Frank L. Torbert Jr. 
(KGSB ’80), president of FLT Trading 
Inc.; and Rob Wilson (ENGR ’01), vice 

president and financial advisor 
for Blazer Capital Management.

Laurence Glasco, a Pitt profes-
sor of history and an author, was 
honored by Carnegie Mellon 
University’s Center for African 
American Urban Studies and 
the Economy. During a Sept. 
10 reception at the University 
Club, local historians, including 

Glasco, received recog-
nition for their dedication 
to uncovering the his-
tory of Black Pittsburgh. 
Glasco has authored sev-
eral books about the his-
tory of African Ameri-
cans in Western Pennsyl-
vania, including Legacy 
in Bricks and Mortar: 
Historic Sites of Black 
Pittsburgh (Pit tsburgh 
History & Landmarks Foundation, 
1995), which he cowrote with Frank 
E. Bolden and Eliza Smith Brown. He 
is the editor of The W.P.A. History of 
the Negro in Pittsburgh (University 
of Pittsburgh Press, 2004.) Two more 
books are under way: one about the 
late K. Leroy Irvis, Pitt alumnus and 
trustee and legendary Pennsylvania 
legislative leader who in 1977 became 
the first African American speaker of 

the House of Representatives in Pennsylvania 
and the first Black speaker of any state house 
since Reconstruction, and a second book, 
titled August Wilson’s Pittsburgh. 

A philosophy book published by the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh Press (UPP) has 
won this year’s $10,000 Eureka Prize for 
Research in Ethics. The international prize, 
sponsored annually by the Australian Catho-
lic University, was awarded to John Forge 
for the book titled The Responsible Scientist: 
A Philosophical Inquiry. The manuscript, 
published in 2008 as part of UPP’s Philoso-
phy of Science list, was acquired for UPP 
by Press Director Cynthia Miller. Forge is 

a research associate at the Unit for History 
and Philosophy of Science at The University 
of Sydney, Australia. 

Edward Chu, an internationally renowned 
expert in the biology and treatment of 
colorectal cancer, has been named chief of 
the Division of Hematology/Oncology in 
Pitt’s School of Medicine and deputy direc-
tor of the University of Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute (UPCI). Prior to coming to UPCI, 
Chu served as a professor of medicine and 
pharmacology at Yale University School of 
Medicine, chief of the Section of Medical 
Oncology, and deputy director of the Yale 
Cancer Center.

The following University of Pittsburgh 
School of Nursing faculty have been recog-
nized with research grants and awards.
 
Michael Beach, an assistant professor in 
the Department of Acute and Tertiary Care, 
was awarded $60,000 from the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation’s New Careers in Nurs-
ing Scholarship Program. This initiative 

aims to expand the pipeline of 
students in accelerated baccalau-
reate nursing programs.
 
Catherine M. Bender, a pro-
fessor in the Department of 
Health and Community Systems, 
received a $1.1 million T32 Insti-
tutional Training Program grant 
from the National Institute of 
Nursing Research. The grant 
will support the training of nurse 
scientists to lead independent 
research programs in cancer 
survivorship.  
 
Lora Burke, a professor of 
nursing and epidemiology in the 
Department of Health and Com-
munity Systems, was elected 
chair of the American Heart 
Association’s Scientific Council 
on Nutrition, Physical Activity, 
and Metabolism. She will serve 

in the role until 2012. Burke also 
was appointed as a member of the Clinical 
and Integrative Diabetes and Obesity Study 
Section at the National Institutes of Health. 
She will serve in that role until 2013.

Mary Beth Happ, a professor in the 
Department of Acute and Tertiary Care, 
received a $50,000 grant from the Greenwall 
Foundation’s Kornfeld Program on Bioeth-
ics and Patient Care. Her research involves 
nonspeaking patients in the intensive care 
unit and explores the ethical implications 
of their participation in treatment decisions.

Michael W. Neft, an assistant professor 
in the Department of Acute and Tertiary 
Care, was selected to serve as chair of the 
American Association of Nurse Anesthe-
tists’ Professional Practice Committee. He 
also was elected secretary of the association.
 
Elizabeth A. Schlenk, an assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Health and Com-
munity Systems, received a $2 million grant 
from the National Institutes of Health for her 
research on promoting physical activity in 
older adults with comorbidities.
 

 
Robert E. Schoen, a professor of 
medicine and epidemiology at the 
University of Pittsburgh, received the 
Sadie Gerson Distinguished Scholar 
Award, established by Sandy Gerson 
Snyder in honor of her mother who 
passed away from colon cancer at the 
age of 51. Schoen, a leader in the field 
of early detection and prevention of 
colorectal cancer, is also researching 
a vaccine to prevent development of 
colorectal cancer. 

Louis M. Gomez

John M. Wallace

Lora Burke

Mary Beth Happ

The National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) has awarded grants 
to the following School of 
Information Sciences 
faculty: Geoffrey Bowker, 
Peter Brusilovsky, Daqing He, 
Corey Knobel, Jung Sun Oh, 
and Ronald Larsen.
Professor Geoffrey Bowker, with 
coprincipal investigator and Infor-
mation Sciences Dean Ronald 
L. Larsen, secured a grant for 
$90,684 to support a workshop 
titled  “Emerging Configurations 
of the Virtual and the Real” this 
semester. Funded by the NSF’s 
Office of Cyberinfrastructure, the 
workshop will convene a group 
of experts from various fields to 
address the impact of advances in 
information and communications 
technologies on research and edu-
cation in the information sciences. 

Professor Peter Brusilovsky 
received two EAGER (Early 
Concept Grants for Exploratory 
Research) awards. The first grant 
for $99,999, for which Assistant 
Professor Jung Sun Oh will serve 
as coprincipal investigator, will 
support a project that explores per-
sonalization and social networking 
for short-term communities, such 
as academic research conferences.

Brusilovsky’s second EAGER 
Grant, for $155,882, will look at 
how to model and visualize latent 
communities, or groups of people 
who form communities based on 
their similar interests. This work 
will consider how to elicit latent 
communities from various kinds 
of data about individuals available 
in the modern social Web.

 
Professor Daqing He received a 
$49,983 grant from the NSF’s Divi-
sion of Information and Intelligent 
Systems to explore the emerging 
phenomenon of public academic 
information resources on the social 
Web. 

Assistant Professor Cory Knobel 
and Bowker were awarded a 
$198,506 grant from NSF’s Office 
of Cyberinfrastructure for the 
project titled “Evaluating Best 
Practices in Collaborative Cyber-
Science and Engineering.” 



September 27, 2010 • University of Pittsburgh • 7

Happenings

“Bauhaus Ghost Stories: Spirit and 
Photography Versus Abstraction 
and Modern Design,” Elizabeth Otto, 
assistant professor of art history, State 
University of New York at Buffalo, 
5 p.m. Sept. 29, 602 Cathedral of Learn-
ing, Pitt Department of the History of Art 
and Architecture, 412-648-2421.

Tina May Hall, 2010 Drue Heinz Litera-
ture Prize winner, 8 p.m. Sept. 29, Frick 
Fine Arts Auditorium, Pittsburgh Contem-
porary Writers Series, Pitt’s Department 
of English, oaks@pitt.edu, www.english.
pitt.edu. 

Concerts 
Miró Quartet, works by Haydn, Puts, 
and Brahms, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 27, Carnegie 
Music Hall, 4400 Forbes Ave., Oakland, 
Pittsburgh Chamber Music Society, 
412-624-4129, www.pittsburghchamber-
music.org.

Ferla-Marcinizyn & Godfrey Trio, 
classical guitar artists and flutist, noon 
Sept. 29, Nordy’s Place, Lower Level, 
William Pitt Union, Pitt ARTS’ Artful 
Wednesdays, 412-624-4498, www.pit-
tarts.pitt.edu.

Esperanza Spalding and Her 
Chamber Music Society, 25-year-old 
prodigy-turned-pro presents her modern 
chamber music group, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 
29, Byham Theater, 101 Sixth Ave., 
Downtown, Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, 
Cohen & Grigsby Trust Presents Series, 
412-456-6666, www.pgharts.org, Pitt 
ARTS Cheap Seats, 412-624-4498, www.
pittarts.pitt.edu.

University of Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra, free performance of Mozart’s 
Sinfonia Concertante, featuring Wil 
Snead and Wei Zhao; Michael Tippett’s 
Concerto for Double String Orchestra, 
8 p.m. Sept. 29, Bellefield Hall Audito-
rium, Pitt Department of Music, 412-624-
4125, www.music.pitt.edu. 

Honeck & Bronfman, featuring works 
by Strauss, Bartók, and Mozart, Oct. 1-3, 
Heinz Hall, 600 Penn Ave., Downtown, 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, BNY 
Mellon Grand Classics, 412-392-4900, 
www.pittsburghsymphony.org, Pitt 
ARTS Cheap Seats, 412-624-4498, www.
pittarts.pitt.edu.

Exhibitions
Hunt Institute for Botanical Docu-
mentation, 13th International Exhibi-
tion of Botanical Art & Illustration, 
features 110 watercolors, drawings, and 
prints, through through Dec. 17, 
5th floor, Hunt Library, Carnegie Mellon 
University, 4909 Frew St., Oakland, 412-
268-2434, http://huntbot.andrew.cmu.edu. Vatican Splendors: A Journey Through Faith and Art, 

 Senator John Heinz History Center, 
October 2–January 9

Chartreuse and Black Pair, by Dante Marioni, 
Past Meets Present: Decorative Arts and Design at Carnegie Museum of Art, 

ongoing

Ferla-Marcinizyn & Godfrey Trio,  
Nordy’s Place, 
September 29

Carnegie Museum of Art, Forum 65: 
Jones, Koester, Nashashibi/Skaer: Rean-
imation, through Oct. 3; Past Meets 
Present: Decorative Arts and Design at 
Carnegie Museum of Art, ongoing, 4400 
Forbes Ave., Oakland, 412-622-3131, 
www.cmoa.org.

August Wilson Center for African 
American Culture, In My Father’s 
House, mixed-media exhibition about 
how African Americans collect and pre-
serve their culture, ongoing, 980 Liberty 
Ave., Downtown, Pittsburgh Cultural 
Trust, 412-456-6666, www.pgharts.org.

Senator John Heinz History Center, 
Vatican Splendors: A Journey Through 
Faith and Art, Oct. 2-Jan. 9, 1212 Small-
man St., Strip District, 412-454-6000, 
www.heinzhistorycenter.org.

Lectures/Seminars/
Readings
“Negotiation Matters: How to Get 
What You Need,” panel forum, 8-9:30 
a.m. Sept. 28, 1105AB Scaife Hall Con-
ference Center, Pitt Office of Academic 
Career Development’s Sunrise Series for 
Women Faculty and Fellows, register at 
www.oacd.health.pitt.edu. 

“Structural Realism: From an Epis-
temological Point of View,” Ionnis 
Votsis, visiting fellow, Pitt Center for Phi-
losophy of Science, 12:05 p.m. Sept. 28, 
817R Cathedral of Learning, Lunchtime 
Talks Series, Pitt Center for Philosophy of 
Science, 412-624-1052, pittcntr@pitt.edu.

TIES Informational Luncheon for 
Researchers and Research Assis-
tants, talk on Text Information Extrac-
tion System (TIES), Rebecca Crowley, 
director, Biomedical Informatics Graduate 
Training Program, Pitt School of Medi-
cine, 11 a.m. Sept 29, M3901 UPMC 
Presbyterian Hospital South Tower, 
School of Medicine’s Department of Bio-
medical Informatics, 412-623-4753. 

“Asian ‘Trade’ Routes: Commodi-
ties, Networks, and Intangibles,” 
Stewart Gordon, senior research scholar, 
University of Michigan, noon Sept. 30, 
4130 Posvar Hall, Asia Over Lunch Lec-
ture Series, Pitt’s Asian Studies and World 
History Centers, 412-648-7370, asia@
pitt.edu.

“Adoption, Identity, and Confi-
dentiality: The History of Closed 
Records,” Elizabeth Samuels, professor, 
University of Baltimore School of Law, 
12:30 p.m. Sept. 30, G-20 Barco Law 
Building, Pitt School of Law, 412-624-
6516 or 412-648-1336.

 “Playing for Peace: Reggae-
Rap and Hip-Folk Among African 
Migrants in Ukraine,” Adriana Helbig, 
Pitt Humanities Center Fellow, 12:30 p.m. 
Oct. 1, 512 Cathedral of Learning, Pitt’s 
Humanities Center Colloquium Series, 
humctr@pitt.edu, www.humcenter.pitt.
edu.

“Scientific Exercises and Specula-
tions: Maxwell’s Three Methods,” 
Peter Achinstein, professor, Johns Hopkins 
University’s Department of Philosophy, 
3:30 p.m. Oct. 1, 817R Cathedral of 
Learning, Annual Lecture Series, Pitt 
Center for Philosophy of Science, 412-
624-1052, pittcntr@pitt.edu.

“Teaching and Learning World His-
tory,” one-day workshop, Bob Bain, Uni-
versity of Michigan professor of history 
and social studies education, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Oct. 2, 5604 Posvar Hall, Pitt’s World 
History Center, 412-624-3703, 
www.worldhistory.pitt.edu.

Miscellaneous
German Academic Exchange 
Services: Scholarship and Grant 
Information Session, for undergradu-
ate and graduate students, postdoctoral 
researchers, and faculty seeking funding 
opportunities for study and research in 
Germany, 9 a.m. Sept. 27, 532 Alumni 
Hall, Pitt European Union Center for 
Excellence, European Studies Center, 
412-624-6881, rreilly@pitt.edu.

Vampiros en Habana, (Juan Padrón, 
1985), film screening, 6:30 p.m. Sept. 30, 
Frick Fine Arts Auditorium, Pitt’s Center 
for Latin American Studies, Department 
of Hispanic Languages and Literatures, 
amigocinelatinoamericano@gmail.com.

Opera/Theater/
Dance
 
The Royal Family by George S. 
Kaufman and Edna Ferber, theatrical 
performance, Sept. 30-Oct. 31, O’Reilly 
Theater, 621 Penn Ave., Downtown, 
Pittsburgh Public Theater, 412-316-1600, 
www.ppt.org, Pitt ARTS Cheap Seats, 
412-624-4498, www.pittarts.pitt.edu.

Pascal Rioult, dance performance fea-
turing the works of the visionary choreog-
rapher, 8 p.m. Oct. 1, Byham Theater, 101 
Sixth St., Downtown, Pittsburgh Dance 
Council, 412-456-1390, www.pgharts.org, 
Pitt ARTS Cheap Seats, 412-624-4498, 
www.pittarts.pitt.edu.

Liz Callaway and Ann Hampton-Call-
away in BOOM! Tony Award-nominated 
sisters who bring alive the voices of Joni 
Mitchell, the Beatles, and others, 9:30 
p.m. Oct. 1, Manchester Craftsmen’s 
Guild Hall, 1815 Metropolitan St., Man-
chester, 412-322-0800, www.mcgjazz.
com, Pitt ARTS Cheap Seats, 412-624-
4498, www.pittarts.pitt.edu.

Pitt PhD Dissertation
Defenses
Charles Warner, School of Arts and 
Sciences’ Department of English, 9 a.m. 
Sept. 28, “Research in the Form of a 
Spectacle: Godard and the Cinematic 
Essay,” Room 526, Cathedral of Learning. 

Xiuyi Zhou, Swanson School of Engi-
neering’s Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, 9 a.m. Sept. 28, 
“Dynamic Thermal Management Through 
Task Scheduling,” 360 Benedum Hall.

Jamsheed Siyar, School of Arts and 
Sciences’ Department of Philosophy, 
“Kant’s Conception of Practical Reason,” 
10 a.m. Sept. 30, 1001D Cathedral of 
Learning.

Kimberly M. Payne, Department of 
Biological Sciences’ Program in Integra-
tive Molecular Biology, 11:30 a.m. 
Sept. 30, “Mycobacteriophage Lysins: 
Bioinformatic Characterization of Lysin 
A and Identification of the Function and 
Role of Lysin B in Infection,” 169 Craw-
ford Hall.

Alexandra Newton, School of Arts and 
Sciences’ Department of Philosophy, 
2 p.m. Sept. 30, “Kant on Logical Form,” 
1001D Cathedral of Learning.

Arthur Cunningham, School of Arts 
and Sciences’ Department of Philosophy, 
1:30 p.m. Oct. 1, “The Role of Decoher-
ence in the Emergence of Definite Proper-
ties,” 1001B Cathedral of Learning. 

The Minh Luong, Graduate School of 
Public Health’s Department of Biosta-
tistics, 10 a.m. Oct. 1, “Weakest-Link 
Methods and Applications for Modeling 
Biological Interaction,” 308 Parran Hall. 
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PUBLICATION NOTICE The next edition of 
Pitt Chronicle will be published Oct. 4. 
Items for publication in the newspaper’s 
Happenings calendar (see page 7) should be 
received at least two weeks before the event 
date. Happenings items should include the 
following information: title of the event, 
name and title of speaker(s), date, time, 
location, sponsor(s), and a phone number 
and Web site for additional information. 
Items may be e-mailed to chron@pitt.
edu, faxed to 412-624-4895, or sent by 
campus mail to 422 Craig Hall. For more 
information, call 412-624-1033 or e-mail 
robinet@pitt.edu.

By Sharon S. Blake

Internationally renowned jazz greats 
will convene at the University of Pittsburgh 
Nov. 2 through Nov. 6 to help celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the Pitt Jazz Seminar 
and Concert.

The first academic jazz seminar of its 
kind in the country, Pitt’s Jazz Seminar fea-
tures international artists connecting with 
aspiring students in a lecture format, then 

Pitt Jazz Seminar, Concert Mark 40 Years 
With Stellar Lineup of Jazz Greats

performing together as an ensemble. 
Over the decades, some of the great-

est names in American jazz history have 
participated, including saxophonists Grover 
Washington Jr. and Sonny Stitt, drummer 
and bandleader Art Blakey, trumpet master 
Dizzy Gillespie, and pianist Billy Taylor, 
among many others. 

Musicians who will take part in the 

2010 Pitt Jazz Seminar and 
Concert include Randy Brecker, 
trumpet; George Cables, piano; 
Leon Lee Dorsey, Pitt assistant 
professor of jazz studies and 
coordinator of Pitt’s Jazz Studies 
Program, bass; Jon Faddis, trum-
pet; Winard Harper, drums; Javon 
Jackson, tenor saxophone; Peter 

K i n g , alto saxophone; Bobby Broom, 
guitar, and Dave Pike, vibraphone.

During Jazz Week, the musicians con-
duct free lecture/demonstrations on the Pitt 
campus, provide miniclinics at area schools, 
and visit community centers. Two evening 
lectures on the history and business aspects 
of jazz also are scheduled; details will be 
forthcoming. At the end of the week, the 
musicians will perform in concert at 8 p.m. 
Nov. 6 in Carnegie Music Hall, 4400 Forbes 
Ave., Oakland. 

Concert tickets are $18 general admis-
sion and $8 for students with a valid ID. 
Tickets will be available for purchase 
beginning the week of Oct. 4 by calling 
ProArtsTickets at 412-394-3353 or visiting 
www.proartstickets.org. Student tickets only 
are available at the William Pitt Union box 

office. Tickets will be on sale the evening 
of the concert at Carnegie Music Hall for 
$10 and $20, cash only.

The Pitt Jazz Seminar and Concert was 
founded by Nathan Davis, who serves as its 
director as well as the director of Pitt’s Jazz 
Studies Program. Additional details, includ-
ing the seminar schedule, will be available 
in coming weeks.   

From left:  Winard Harper, Jon Faddis, Bobby Broom, and Peter King


