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School of Engineering Receives $41.3 Million in Support

School to be renamed the John A. Swanson School of Engineering
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From left in front row: Gerald Holder, U.S. Steel Dean of Engineering, John A. Swanson (center), and Pitt Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg (right) celebrate with Pitt engineering students outside Benedum Hall.

By Lynn Shea and John Harvith

Acclaimed inventor, business founder,
and University of Pittsburgh engineering
alumnus and trustee John A. Swanson has
been honored for the greatest generosity
by an individual donor in Pitt’s 220-year
history—$41.3 million to the Univer-
sity’s School of Engineering as part of the
$2 billion Building Our Future Together
Campaign. In recognition of this extraordi-
nary generosity, the University will rename
the school the John A. Swanson School of
Engineering.

“We are exceedingly fortunate that John
Swanson—who not only
is recognized as one of
the world’s leading engi-
neers but also is one of our
most loyal and generous
supporters—has chosen
to make an extraordinary
investment in the future of
engineering education at
Pitt,” said Pitt Chancellor
Mark A. Nordenberg. “His
remarkable generosity will
add immeasurably to the
long and distinguished
record of engineering
excellence at Pitt by help-
ing us attract more of the
nation’s most talented stu-
dents. It also will help us
to recruit some of Ameri-
ca’s most accomplished faculty members to
engage in top-echelon engineering research
within state-of-the-art facilities.”

A portion of Swanson’s support will

research.”

“As one of the oldest
engineering schools
in the nation, Pitt has
a long tradition of
producing great engi-
neers and advanced

—Gerald Holder, U. S. Steel
Dean of Engineering

be used for the transformation of Benedum
Hall, the academic home of Pitt’s School of
Engineering, which will begin an extensive
renovation and expansion starting in 2008.
Other portions will be used to establish an
endowed fund that will provide a dedicated
revenue source to be used at the discretion
of the school’s dean in consultation with
the University’s senior administration.
The uses of this fund will include faculty
support, a student fund that will provide
undergraduate scholarships and graduate
student fellowships, discretionary funds for
the Swanson Institute for
Technical Excellence, and
unrestricted income to help
the school keep ahead of
the rapid pace of change in
engineering education and
research.

Swanson, who earned
his PhD degree at Pitt in
1966 in applied mechanics,
was named a Pitt School of
Engineering Distinguished
Alumnus in 1998. He has
served on Pitt’s Board of
Trustees since 2006. In
2002, Swanson was inducted
into the Cathedral of Learn-
ing Society, which recog-
nizes individuals who have
donated $1 million or more
to the University. Through his earlier invest-
ments in Pitt’s Building Our Future Together
Campaign, Swanson created the John A.
Swanson Institute for Technical Excellence,

which houses the John A. Swanson Center
for Micro and Nano Systems; the
John A. Swanson Center for Prod-
uct Innovation; and the RFID
(Radio Frequency Identifica-
tion) Center of Excellence.
He also has established
the John A. Swanson
Embedded Computing
Laboratory in Computer
Engineering.

“As one of the
oldest engineering
schools in the nation,
Pitt has a long tradi-
tion of producing great
engineers and advanced
research,” said Gerald
Holder, the U.S. Steel
Dean of Engineering at
Pitt. “Thanks to John, the
Swanson School of Engi-
neering will be even better
positioned to advance engineer-
ing research and education.” He
added that the school has ben-
efited greatly by a recent trend in
increased giving. “With John’s support, and
the increasing support of many other alumni
and friends, the school has received more
than $90 million in outright cash gifts over
the past decade. By comparison, the prior
decade saw slightly more than $18 million
in total support. These resources have been
invaluable in lifting our academic reputa-
tion and positioning us as a leading national
engineering school.”

John A. Swanson

Swanson is recognized internation-
ally as an authority and innovator in
the application of finite-element
methods to engineering. In
1970—only four years after
he graduated from the Pitt
School of Engineering
with his PhD—Swanson
founded ANSYS, Inc.,
a Canonsburg com-
pany that markets the
ANYSYS software
code that Swanson
created for use by the
aerospace, automotive,
biomedical, manufac-
turing, and electronics
industries to simulate
how product design will
behave in real-work envi-
ronments.
Swanson served
executive officer, and director;
at his retirement from ANSYS
in March 1999, he was the
company’s chief technologist.
Headquartered in Canonsburg, Pa., with
more than 40 sales locations worldwide,
ANSYS and its subsidiaries today employ
approximately 1,400 people and distribute
products through a network of channel
partners in more than 40 countries. He still
teaches ANSYS training classes and serves
the company in an advisory capacity.

Continued on Page 4

ANSYS as president, chief
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Book Si 'gmng to Be Held for
George's Afterimage, Dec. 12

Kathleen George, a University of Pittshurgh
theater arts professor and author, will read from,
discuss, and sign copies of her new thriller, Afterim-
age (St. Martin's Minotaur,
2007), from 4 to 6 p.m.
Dec. 12 in Pitt’s University
Book Center. The event
is free and open fo the
public.

Afferimage, the third
in a series of novels that
includes Taken (Delacorte,
2001) and Fallen (Dell,
2004), introduces veteran
homicide commander
Richard Christie to
attractive rookie defective
Colleen Greer. Christie
and Greer face a puzzling
double-homicide, and
Greer believes the deaths
are linked. Her investiga-
tion leads to o devastat-
ing suspicion as to the
perpetrator’s identity.

George is a theater director, a playwriting
and dramatic literature instructor, o novelist, and an
occasional contributor to the Pittshurgh Post-Gazette.
She has directed for Pitt Repertory Theatre and the
Three Rivers Shakespeare Festival.

She eaned a Master of Arts and a PhD
degree in theater and a Master of Fine Arts degree
in creative writing, all at Pitt. Her production credits
include The Rehearsal, The Country Wife, She Stoops
to Conquer, The Winter's Tale, Hamlet, Much Ado
About Nothing, King Lear, A Flea in Her Ear, and Qur
Town. A number of these productions were listed
among Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s 10 best of the year;
Much Ado was a finalist for the American College
Theatre Festival. George also has produced and
occasionally directed more than 50 original
plays written by students.

Another Afferimage book sign-
ing will take place at 8 p.m. Jan.

8, at the Joseph-Beth Booksell-
ers, 2705 E. Carson St. in the
SouthSide Works.

For more information, call
412-648-1453.

—Sharon S. Blake
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ULS, University Press
Partner to Open Access
To Press Titles

Pitt's University Library System
and University Press have formed a partnership fo
provide digital editions of Press fitles.

Thirty-nine books from the Pitt Latin American
Series published by the University of Pittsburgh
Press are now available online, freely accessible to
scholars and students worldwide. Ultimately, most
of the Press’ fitles more than two years old will be
provided through this open access platform.

For the past decade, the University Library
System has been building digital collections on the
Web under its D-Scribe Digital Publishing Program.
The program has made available o wide array of
historical documents, images, and fexts that can be
browsed by collection and are fully searchable. The
addition of the University of Pittsburgh Press Digital
Editions collection marks the newest in an expand-
ing number of digital collaborations between the
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Jane-Ellen Robinet

Noted

University Library System and the University Press.

The D-Scribe Digital Publishing Program includes
digitized materials drawn from Pitt collections and
those of other libraries and cultural institutions in the
region, preprint repositories in several disciplines, the
University’s mandatory electronic theses and disserta-
tions program, and electronic
journals. Sixty separate
collections have been digitized
and made accessible on the
Internet. Many of these proj-
ects have been carried out with
content partners such as Pitt
faculty members, other librar-
ies and museums in the areq,
professional associations, and,
most recently, the University of
Pittshurgh Press. The D-Scribe
collections are accessible free
of charge af www.library.pitt.
edu/dscribe/.

The University of
Pittshurgh is recognized as one
of the country’s major centers
for teaching and research on
Latin America. The Pitt Latin
American Series began in 1968
in cooperation with Pitt's Center for Latin American
Studies (CLAS) and the Latin American studies
program. The series has grown to include a wide array
of distinguished books on Latin American history,
politics, society, economics, and culture. The inclusion
of the series in D-Scribe complements the Library’s
Eduardo Lozano Latin American Collection, one of the
largest collections of Latin American material in the
world.

Robinet Named Editor of the
Pitt Chronice

Jane-Ellen Robinet has been named editor of
the Pitt Chronicle.

Robinet has an extensive editing and
writing background, both locally and
abroad.

She worked for The Wall
Street Journal overseas—first as a
copy editor in Brussels and then

as the news editor in Tokyo,
where she assigned and edited
reporters” stories and worked
closely with editors at the Jour-
nals”U.S. and Asian editions.

Locally, she was the health
care reporter for the Pittshurgh
Business Times and the Harrishurg
correspondent and general assignment
reporter for The Pittsburgh Press.

Robinet's freelance work has
included writing a health care column and features for
Pittsburgh Magazine and The Camegie Magazine. She
also served as a senior writer for LongLifeClub.com, a
health care Web site.

She is the recipient of a Knight Center for
Specialized Journalism Fellowship at the University of
Maryland and received two Golden Quill Awards and a
first place Society of Professional Journalists Keystone
State Professional Chapter's Spotlight Award—all for
health-related stories.

Robinet earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
journalism from the Medill School of Journalism at
Northwestern University.

She succeeds Juson Togyer, who has rejoined
the Web team in Pitt's University Marketing Com-
munications.

—Sharon S. Blake

UPG Student’s Story Featured on ESPN

Cross-country runner fought back after being diagnosed with a brain tumor

By Wendy Mackall

A 2004 car accident was a classic
blessing-in-disguise for Aaron Slafka. Now
a senior majoring in political science at the
University of Pittsburgh
at Greensburg, he wasn’t
seriously hurt, but he
also didn’t ignore the
dizzy spells he started
to experience in the days
following the incident.

That’s when he was
sent for an MRI, which
revealed a benign brain
tumor growing near his
pituitary gland that would
need to be removed.

For Slafka, a runner
on the UPG cross country
team, the news became
much worse when doc-
tors informed him that
he’d have to stop training
altogether until he could
recover from the procedure.

“I was in the best shape of my life,”
Slafka said. “I was running 10 miles a

Chronicl

An ongoing series highlighting
University of Pitishurgh history

Dec. 1, 1976-Pitt celebrates Tony
Dorsett’s winning the 1976 Heisman
Trophy for being the outstanding college
player in the nation. “The 22-year-old native
of Aliquippa, Pa., who led the Panthers through an
undefeated and untied regular season and to the
No. 1 national ranking, easily defeated his pri-
mary rival for the award—Ricky Bell of Southemn
California,” reported The New York Times. Dorsett,
a tailback, won the Heisman by a 1,011-point
margin, one of the largest in the 42-year history
of the award.

Pitt Coach Johnny Majors, who was hired in
1973 to reverse the team’s losing streak, recruited
Dorsett. The combination was a powerful one: Pitt
had its first winning season in 10 years, and the
team went to the 1973 Fiesta Bowl. More Bow!
games would follow.

“Maijors described Dorsett as ‘just like a man
possessed. He goes after something with such an
intense attitude toward work. He is all seriousness
at practice, not joking around. | don’t see how a
guy can be so serious at practice. He would have
achieved all of this without that intensity but he
maybe would not have gotten so many big records
and won this by so wide a margin without that
devotion,” the newspaper said.
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Aaron Slafka

day. Running was always something I did
to relieve all my stress and to leave all my
problems behind.”

But he never lost his
optimism and determi-
nation, which proved to
be an inspiration to his
teammates, coaches, and
classmates.

His story was the
focus of a recent segment
of ESPN’s “NCAA on
Campus.”

The initial surgery
was performed through his
nose, and the tumor was
removed. But a second sur-
gery was required to repair
damage caused to his nose
by the first procedure.

Afterward, he devel-
oped infections, began to
have seizures, and experi-

enced paralysis in his left arm
and leg. Two more surgeries were required
to treat the infection. Slafka spent almost a
month and a half in a hospital intensive care
unit, and he still experiences seizures.

UPG cross-country coach Joyce
Brobeck recalled some of the other runners
telling her of Slafka’s determination to keep
training both before and after his medical
ordeal. “The other runners were telling me,
‘Coach, Aaron’s still running. We see him at
11 at night, running around campus.””

He rejoined the cross-country team in
2005, despite running much slower than
before his tumor was discovered.

“It didn’t matter to me that it took longer
to finish a race,” Slafka said. “I was deter-
mined to finish.”

Because of his recurring seizures,
Slafka is not running this season. But he’s
as busy as ever with duties as president of
UPG’s Student Government Association.
After graduation in April, Slafka plans to
run for public office.

Slafka says he hopes others facing diffi-
cult circumstances are inspired by his story.
“No matter what, you have to live each day
to the fullest,” he said.

To see video of Slafka’s story as it
appeared on ESPN, go to www.ncaa.org,
click on “Video,” then scroll to “On Campus
TV Show.”

UPG PHOTO

Chronicle

Newspaper of the University of Pittshurgh

Robert Hil
John Harvith
Linda K. Schmitmeyer

PUBLISHER
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

EDITOR Jane-Ellen Robinet

ART DIRECTOR Gary Cravener

STAFF WRITERS Sharon S. Blake
John Fedele
Morgan Kelly
Amanda Leff

Anthony M. Moore

Patricia Lomando White
contriBuTING WRITERs Wendy Mackall

Lynn Shea

HAPPENINGS EDITOR  learsa Brown

The Pitt Chronicle is published throughout the year by
University News and Magazines, University of Pittsburgh,
400 Craig Hall, Pittsburgh, PA 15260,

Phone: 412-624-1033, Fax: 412-624-4895,

E-mail: chron@pitt.edu  Web: www.chronicle.pitt.edu

The University of Pittshurgh is an affirmative action, equal
opportunity institution that does not discriminate upon any
basis prohibited by law.




December 10, 2007 « University of Pittshurgh « 3

Graduate and Professional Education: Mapping the Future

Pitt Has Impressive Hlsiory in Graduate Research

This is the launch of a yearlong series about the University of Pittsburgh’s
programs in graduate and professional education.

By James V. Maher
Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor

As one of the nation’s best public
research universities, the University of
Pittsburgh takes very seriously its mission
to offer educational programs that will
prepare the leadership for a broad range of
the nation’s institutions and for the practice
of its professions, to provide high-quality
undergraduate programs and to run research
programs that will drive the development
of human understanding and the economy.
In all of these endeavors, graduate—and
graduate-level professional—education
plays a very important role. The complex-
ity of graduate education makes it difficult
to talk about this critical endeavor in easy
sound bites. Through this opening article
and through subsequent articles in this
series on Graduate and Professional
Education at the University
of Pittsburgh, 1 hope that
the richness and value of
those programs become
apparent.

Advanced educa-
tion at Pitt is designed
to provide innovators
for all fields. In science,
engineering, and technol-
ogy, we seek to drive the
deepening of our under-
standing of nature along with
the growth and competitiveness
of our economy. Enhanced cre-
ativity in the social sciences and
humanities lays the foundation for greater
understanding across cultural, economic,
and political boundaries. Leadership in
business, health sciences, public affairs, law,
and government—along with leadership in
academia —strengthens the institutional
framework of both private and public sec-
tors of our country and our world.

Graduate and Professional
Education at Pitt

Looking more closely at how that
advanced education is carried out here, we
see that, like many of the country’s very
best public research universities, only a little
more than half of the degrees granted from
Pitt are at the undergraduate level. Gradu-
ate and professional programs here pro-
duce 42 percent of all Pitt degrees. We are
consistently one of the top 25 producers of
doctoral degrees among public universities
in the United States and in the top 30 among
both public and private universities. This
is an expensive form of education for the
University, but it is an expense we embrace
because of our understanding of our mission
and the value of graduate education.

The students in our graduate programs
are educated by faculty in 14 schools of
the University, with the largest number of
those students in the School of Arts and
Sciences. [see accompanying graph] As is
true of most of the best graduate and pro-
fessional programs in this country, admis-
sions, curriculum, and other programmatic
decisions are determined by the faculty of
the graduate programs themselves. That
lack of a centralized structure means that
our graduate education can be both highly
specialized and multidimensional, always
directed at the perceived needs of the dis-
cipline or profession.

Describing such a multidimensional
enterprise in sweeping terms is a challenge.
Future stories in this series will delve into
specifics of some interesting examples of
graduate education programs. For now,
while acknowledging the inherent fallibility
of any imposed taxonomy for categorizing
graduate education, let me propose two very
broad groupings to describe the numerous

Jomes V. Maher

specific programs in which students at the
University pursue graduate education:
» Master’s and professional education
* PhD education

Through master’s and professional
education, we develop highly skilled pro-
fessionals operating at the frontiers of that
profession’s practice. Throughout Pennsyl-
vania, alumni of Pitt’s master’s and profes-
sional education programs serve as doctors,
corporate leaders, lawyers, engineers,
librarians and information science special-
ists, teachers, pharmacists, social workers,
occupational therapists..... The list goes on
and on. We meet the region’s, the country’s,
and the world’s needs through these spe-
cifically designed programs. Two
of the three Pitt alumni honored
as Nobel Laureates received

their advanced degrees in
these programs: Philip

Showalter Hench, who

won the Nobel Prize in

Medicine in 1950, earned

his Doctor of Medicine

degree at our School of
Medicine; and Wangari
Matthai, who won the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2004,
earned her Master of Science
in biological sciences in the
School of Arts and Sciences.

Our third Nobel Laureate,
Paul Lauterbur, earned his PhD in chemistry,
again in the School of Arts and Sciences.
Through the PhD, the Doctor of Philosophy
degree, we educate people who are expected
to extend human knowledge. This mission is
slightly different from the mission of gradu-
ate professional education, for with the PhD
we prepare people to meet needs that we may
not yet be aware of. This is truly education
for a future world. With PhD education, we
prepare research scientists and engineers,
world-class scholars, and those researchers
and scholars who often go on to become the
faculty of colleges and universities. Our tra-
dition of strong disciplinary programs devel-
ops graduates who are professors around
the country or who are leading researchers
at industrial laboratories and government
laboratories or who contribute in many ways
to the development of human understanding
of the fields they’ve chosen.

This University, one of the country’s
leaders in research, must also be a leader in
producing the most highly qualified gradu-
ates to work in these research disciplines in
the future. In the overall approach to gradu-
ate education at Pitt, we recognized that our
PhD students, who are earning that very
advanced degree by working in a pioneering
area of the field with faculty here, are work-
ing at the intersection of older questions that
may have come from different fields in those
strong disciplinary programs.

And so we have, in the last 10 years,
instituted a number of interdisciplin-
ary degrees at the graduate level to link
important activities in various schools. For
example, in the biological sciences there is
no longer the separation that once existed
between the biology PhD programs in the
Arts and Sciences and the biologically-
oriented PhD programs in the health sci-
ences. Instead there are now campuswide
PhD programs in biological specialties that
are sciences in themselves:

* Molecular Biophysics and Structural
Biology: Arts and Sciences/School of
Medicine

* Integrative Molecular Biology: Arts
and Sciences/School of Medicine

» Computational Biology: Arts and Sci-

ences/School of Medicine

» Neuroscience: Arts and Sciences/
School of Medicine

* Bioengineering: Engineering/School
of Medicine.

The Students

The quality of students admitted to our
graduate and professional programs contin-
ues to improve. This is somewhat harder to
capture quantitatively at the graduate level
compared with the undergraduate level
because we don’t have access to across-the-
board standard measures, like the SATs and
class rank, for graduate students nationally.
But a survey of entrance exam scores of stu-
dents admitted into key programs indicates
a steady increase in quality in the past 10
years, enhancing what was already a very
good standard.

Not only do very many good students
want to come here to the University and
pursue a degree, but we are consistently
in the top 25 public universities in doctor-
ates awarded, according to The Center for
Measuring University Performance. That’s
a very effective measure of how many of
the good young people in the country who
want an advanced degree are choosing
the University of Pittsburgh because of its
eminence—and because of how well we are
doing in educating and mentoring them to
graduation.

Measuring Success
On the whole, then, we have very

N

competitive raw material to work with
as we develop graduate programs: strong
students and exceptional faculty. We match
that raw material with significant University
investments. And so how do we know if the
investments are worth it? What are we—and
by ‘we’ I’'m referring not so much even to the
University as to our broader communities
—getting in return?

First of all, as noted earlier, we are pro-
ducing students with degrees demonstrating
advanced skills. The largest proportion
of our graduate and professional students
graduate with master’s degrees (67 per-
cent in 2007), and many of those students
with advanced degrees are settling across
Pennsylvania, providing exactly the kind
of professional needs the Commonwealth
demands for growth and development. In
addition to our master’s-level graduates,
graduates of our professional programs that
are not called master’s degree programs
(such as those in law, medicine, and phar-
macy, among others) have a strong impact on
the region’s health and infrastructure.

A majority of our PhD graduates go on
to become faculty and researchers. Some
who graduate and move directly into post-
doctoral positions will move into faculty
positions, while others will move on to
industry or corporate positions. In addition
to working in research and academia, gradu-
ates of Pitt’s PhD programs become business
and civic leaders, corporate and nonprofit
CEOs, and assume other positions of lead-
ership. Our collection of placement data at
the graduate level is a work in progress, but
the picture that emerges is one of which to
be very proud.

For instance, five members of Harvard’s
faculty are recent graduates of Pitt’s gradu-
ate programs in Arts and Sciences. Three of
these faculty members graduated with PhDs
in philosophy. [See page 6 for more on the
impact of Pitt’s philosophy programs.]

And if we look not just at recent gradu-
ate and professional alumni, but those who

Continued on Page 6

Pitt's Graduate and Firsi-Professional Enrollment, Fall 2007 (9,812 students)
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Chancellor Nordenberg (left) and John A. Swanson at the unveiling of the new sign for Benedum Hall
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John A. Swanson with Pitt engineering students (from left) Christen Hydrean, president of the Swanson School of Engineering Student
Council; Nick Andes, Pitt 2007 Homecoming King; and Benjamin Gordon, a 2007 Barry M. Goldwater Scholar.

Continued from Page 1

Prior to founding ANSYS, Swanson
was employed at Westinghouse Astronuclear
Laboratory in the stress analysis group in
reactor design, the core analysis and methods
group, and the structural analysis group. It
was at Westinghouse that Swanson realized
the significant resources companies could
save by using integrated general-purpose
finite-element software code to do the
complex calculations engineers were then
doing manually.

In May 2004, Swanson was given what
is considered to be the highest award in the
engineering profession, the American Asso-
ciation of Engineering Societies’ John Fritz
Medal. Prior awardees of the Fritz Medal
include Orville Wright, Alexander Graham
Bell, Alfred Nobel, Thomas Edison, Gug-

lielmo Marconi, and George Westinghouse.
In 2006, Swanson received the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers President’s
Award.

Swanson has received many other
prestigious honors throughout his career,
among them being named in 1986-87 Pitts-
burgh Engineer of the Year by the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME),
winning in 1990 the Computers in Engineer-
ing award for outstanding contributions to
the engineering and computing industries,
selection by Industry Week as one of the
Top 5 of the Top 50 R&D Stars in the United
States in 1994, election as an ASME Fellow
in 1994, and receipt of the ASME Applied
Mechanics Award in 1998 and ASME Hon-
orary Membership in 2003.

The John A. Swanson School of
Engineering’s campaign goal of $175
million is among the largest individual
school goals in Pitt’s $2 billion Building
Our Future Together campaign. As of
Nov. 30, the school had surpassed $143
million, including more than $94.1 mil-
lion in outright cash gifts received.

Campaign funds have enabled the
school to substantially enhance scholar-
ship and fellowship support to students,
renovate and equip many of its labora-
tories and instructional facilities, and
strengthen the resources necessary to
attract and retain outstanding faculty.
The campaign also has marked a turning
point in the school’s history of private
support. From July 1, 1998, through June
30, 2007, the total amount of outright
cash support to the school exceeded $90.4
million. By comparison, the prior decade
yielded only $18.6 million.

Some highlights:

e The market value of the School
of Engineering endowment has nearly

Engineering Capital Campaign Goal of $175 Million Is
One of Biggest Among University’s Individual Schools

tripled during the campaign, growing
from $27 million in 1998 to its present
value of $97.5 million. The number of
funds comprising the endowment grew
from 78 to 168, including funds for schol-
arship support, facilities needs, endowed
chairs and professorships for faculty, and
unrestricted endowments.

* The number of donors giving
$1,000 or more annually has more than
doubled over the past five years, growing
from just 65 in fiscal year 2003 to 148 in
fiscal year 2007.

* Nearly $1 million in donor-funded
scholarships and fellowships were
awarded directly to engineering students
during the past academic year.

* Nearly $1.25 million was generated
during the past academic year through
endowed chairs, professorships, and fel-
lowships in support of the school’s faculty.
During the campaign, the number of
endowed chairs has grown from two to
five and the number of endowed profes-
sorships has grown from nine to 19.

With a goal of $2 billion, the University of
Pittshurgh’s capital campaign is the largest and most
success?ul fundraising campaign in the history of
Southwestern Pennsylvania.

To meet the crmllenges of the 21st century
and to continue Pitt’s progress and momentum,
the capital campaign will help the University
attract more high-achieving students and
faculty to its campus, retain and
support outstanding faculty, and
provide a nurturing learning envi-
ronment that inspires discovery
in all of the University’s many
disciplines.

Focus areas for the campaign will include
student scholarship support and financial assistance,
faculty recruitment and retention, preserving campus
architectural treasures, and strategic research invest-
ments.

Pitt’s capital campaign has raised in excess of
$1.185 billion in gifts and p%edges as of Dec. 5, 2007,
with a number of noteworthy statistics that mark
substantial progress since 1997.

.
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University's Building Our Future Together Campaign
Raises More Than $1.185 Billion in Gifts, Pledges

Some highlights:
© 370 new endowed scholarship funds for a total of 787, an
increase of 88 percent in the number of such funds;
© 32 new endowed fellowships for a total of 90, an increase
of 55 percent in the number of such funds;
© 17 new endowed professorships for a fotal
of 51, an increase of 50 percent in the
number of such funds;
76 new endowed chairs for a
total of 116, an increase of 190

unds; and
© 528 new named miscellaneous
faculty and student resource endowments
used to support such activities and programs
as research projects, research travel, book purchases,
and student academic projects for a fotal of 868 of these
endowments, representing an increase of 155 percent in

the number of such funds.

The campaign has enjoyed broad support, attract-
ing its current total of more than $1.185 billion from
127,124 donors. Of those donors, 71,665, or 56 percent,
are alumni.
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Big Renovations
Are Planned for
Benedum Hall

Transformation plan to begin in 2008

The Michael L. Benedum Hall of Engi-
neering will undergo a major transformation
over the next few years.

Formally dedicated in 1971, Benedum
Hall has had periodic classroom and labo-
ratory upgrades. In 2006, the school began
planning for a complete renovation of the
entire building and the construction of an
additional building. The University is com-
mitting approximately $60 million toward
the transformation plan, and an additional
$30 million will be
raised in private sup-
port. The plan will
be carried out in two
major phases.

Phase one begins
in spring 2008 with the
most visible external
feature of the overall
plan—the construc-
tion of a new building
connecting the Benedum
Hall tower to the auditorium
building across the plaza. This entire two-
story structure and the second floor of the
tower will be dedicated to the Mascaro
Sustainability Initiative (MSI), Pitt’s center
for sustainable design and engineering.
Reconstruction of the auditorium interior
will begin in summer 2008 with the current
500-seat open space converted into five

\

individual classrooms.

A new mezzanine will be con-
structed in the tower’s sub-basement
level in late 2008, creating an entirely
new floor. By early 2009, construc-
tion will begin on the complete
restructuring of the tower’s basement
level into a new Lower Plaza Level
with 10 new classrooms, a new home
for the Bevier Engineering Library, a
café, offices for student organizations
and clubs, and a 3,600-square-foot
student computer lab.

In mid-20009, the first floor of Ben-
edum Hall tower will be transformed into
the school’s new administrative center,
housing the dean’s office, freshman pro-
grams, academic affairs, and the offices of
diversity, research, and development and
alumni relations. By early 2010, construction
will begin on the restructuring of the fourth
and fifth floors, with one becoming a com-
plex of research labs and offices dedicated
to bioengineering research, and the other
devoted to nanoengineering.

The second phase, to commence after
2010, involves the renovation of the tower
floors 6 through 12, which house the school’s

academic departments.

Historical Highlights/Swanson School of Engineering

In its early years, beginning more than 160 years ago, Pitt’s engineering school played an integral role in

bolstering the industry that built Pittsburgh, trained American soldiers, and was a font for technology—

from the radio to the airplane—that changed the world. Today’s John A. Swanson School of Engineering

builds on that historic tradition through a wide range of research, from breakthroughs in biomedical

procedures to becoming a trailblazer in the emerging field of nanotechnology. Below are highlights

from the school’s distinguished history.

First engineering
professor at Pitt, 1844

Lemuel Stephens joins
the Western University of
Pennsylvania (now Pitt) as its
first engineering professor,
teaching civil engineering
and mechanical drawing. The
first two engineering students
graduate in 1846.

Engineering department
and four-year degree estab-
lished, Febh. 8, 1867

The University’s trustees create
an engineering department offering
a four-year engineering degree. That
same year, the University hires Samuel
Pierpont Langley, who will uncover the
basic laws of flight and develop a single-
passenger, steam-powered aircraft. In
1896, his unmanned plane flies approxi-
mately a half-mile to become the first air-
craft to fly on its own power. Orville and
Wilbur Wright work from Lan-
gley’s research on wing
design to accomplish
the first manned
flight in 1903.

Engineering
expands, 1880s and '90s
The percentage of Univer-
sity students studying engineering
increases from 30 percent to as
high as 80 percent and, in
1895, the University opens
the Western Pennsylvania
School of Mines and
Mining Engineering. In
1893, William Hunter
Dammond is the first
African American
to graduate from the
University, earning a
degree in engineer-
ing (with honors).
Dammond went on
to become a noted
engineer, professor,
and inventor.

William Hunter
Dammond

First radio broadcast,
Dec. 24, 1906

Reginald A. Fessenden,
chair of electrical engineering
from 1893 to 1900, reportedly
sends the first voice transmis-
sion across radio waves, earning
him the nickname “Father of
Radio.”

Lemuel Stephens

School of Engineering
trains Americans bound for
World War 1, April 1917

Classes are modified to
include military training and engineering
instruction related to the war effort (includ-
ing training sanitation engineers and auto-
mobile mechanics) after the United States
enters World War 1. Pitt’s Students’ Army
Training Corps attracts soldiers and students
(many from the reserves) from across the
country, reaching a peak of 2,221 by Octo-
ber 1918. By the war’s end, on Nov. 11,
1918, 72 Pitt students, professors,
and alumni will have died in the
fighting.

Margaret Bennewitz

Reginald A. Fessenden

Engineering expands
course list to train military
engineers for World War II,
1942

Engineering again joins
other University programs in
training military enlistees, this
time for World War II. An accel-
erated, year-round schedule
allows students to earn an engi-
neering degree in 2.5 years. By
1944, the School of Engineering
is among the military training program’s
top five engineering schools (Pitt will
have trained 25,000 people between early
1942 and 1944.)The school also proves to
be essential in solving many engineering
problems for the military.

Engineering-related subjects
consolidated into one school,
Sept. 30, 1965

The engineering and mining schools
are merged into a single School of Engi-
neering, allowing for better academic
organization and growth. Benedum Hall
is dedicated March 18, 1971, consolidat-
ing engineering students and faculty into
one building.

Development of specialized
engineering centers of excellence
begins, April 1993

Pitt establishes the Center for Bio-
technology and Bioengineering (CBB),
among the first of numerous specialized
labs and centers of excellence that will be
established in the School of Engineering.
These facilities feature expert faculty
working in a variety of areas, from build-
ing materials and nanoscience, to study-
ing how to prevent injuries from falls in
elderly adult populations.

Engineering student wins Barry

M. Goldwater Scholarship, April

2006
Margaret Bennewitz (ENGR
’07), a University of Pittsburgh
Honors College student and
bioengineering major, receives
the Goldwater Scholarship for
her independent research in
science and engineering.

School of Engineering

receives unprecedented
support from John A.

Swanson, Dec. 5, 2007

Acclaimed inventor, business
founder, and University of Pitts-
burgh engineering alumnus and
trustee John A. Swanson is honored
in recognition of the greatest generosity
by an individual donor in Pitt’s 220-year
history—$41.3 million to the University’s
School of Engineering as part of the $2
billion Building Our Future Together
Campaign. Pitt to rename the school the
John A. Swanson School of Engineer-
ing.

For a more complete history of the
Swanson School of Engineering, visit
www.pitt.edunews/071205swanson5.
html
—By Morgan Kelly
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Pitt History in Graduate Research

Continued from Page 3

have had more time to make an impact, we
note the Nobel Prize winners mentioned
earlier, U.S. Congress members, a governor,
scholars, and researchers who have received
the highest acclaim in their fields by being
elected to the Academies, and faculty who
are awarded named professorships or who
have served as college deans or presidents.

For example:

* General Roscoe Robinson Jr., who
earned his master’s degree in international
affairs at GSPIA, was the first African
American to achieve the rank of 4-star
general in the U.S. Army.

¢ John A. Swanson, who received his
PhD from Pitt’s School of Engineering, is an
acclaimed inventor, the founder of ANSYS,
Inc., and a philanthropist. His $41.3 million
of support to the University’s School of
Engineering, announced last week, is the
largest individual contribution made in the
history of Pitt.

* Sung-Hou Kim, a prominent graduate
of our Department of Chemistry in Arts and
Sciences, heads the structural biology group
at the University of California, Berkeley,
and led the team that mapped the protein
universe.

* Herb Boyer, of our biological sciences
department in the Arts and Sciences, is the
founder of Genentech.

* Graduates of our law school have been
in very prominent government positions:
U.S. Senator Orin Hatch; former Congress-
woman Melissa Hart; Allegheny County
Chief Executive Dan Onorato; Pennsylvania
Chief Justice Ralph Cappy; former Speaker
of the House K. Leroy Irvis; and former
Governor Dick Thornburgh, who also
served as U.S. Attorney General.

These are just a few examples of leaders
who received their graduate and professional
education at the University of Pittsburgh.
Many more examples can be seen by visit-
ing the Legacy Gallery kiosks in the lobby
of Alumni Hall.

The University’s commitment to and
success in graduate and professional edu-
cation are worth celebrating. I hope that
this brief overview of some of the factors
underlying graduate education here helps
to lay the groundwork for the more in-
depth considerations you will read in the
coming months regarding this very complex
endeavor.

The strength of the University of
Pittsburgh’s graduate programs in phi-
losophy is well-known and frequently
cited when talking about graduate edu-
cation at the University. One sign of the
programs’ prominence is the University’s
strong presence on the governing board
of the international Philosophy of Sci-
ence Association. (See April 9, 2007,
Pitt Chronicle: www.chronicle.pitt.
edu/?p=130). Because governing board
members are elected, the prevalence of
Pitt-affiliated philosophers speaks to
the high regard in which the philosophy
community holds the University.

While the current PSA board presi-
dent is not a Pitt grad, the past president,
Brian Skyrms, earned his PhD degree in
philosophy at Pitt. The president-elect,
Nancy Cartwright, earned her under-
graduate degree at Pitt. She is currently a
visiting fellow in the University’s Center

PSA Leadership Reflects Prominence of
Pitt's Graduate Philosophy Programs

for Philosophy of Science, as is PSA
executive secretary George Gale. The
incoming PSA board secretary, Gary
Hardcastle, also earned his undergradu-
ate degree at Pitt.

Members of the governing board
also include Sandra Mitchell, chair of
the Department of History and Phi-
losophy of Science, who earned her
doctorate in the history and philosophy
of science at Pitt; Pitt faculty mem-
bers Ken Schaffner and John Norton,
both from the Department of History
and Philosophy of Science; and Laura
Ruetsche, Department of Philosophy,
who earned her doctorate in philoso-
phy at Pitt. Also on the board are Alan
Hajek, a visiting fellow in the Center
for Philosophy of Science, and Heather
Douglas, who earned her PhD degree in
the history and philosophy of science at
the University.

Chronicling

YWCA HONORS DAVIS

JIM BURKE,/CIDDE

Larry E. Davis, dean of Pitt’s School of Social Work, received a 2007 YWCA Greater Pittsburgh’s Racial
Justice Award. The award, now in its 16th year, honors women, men, and organizations that have made
lasting contributions to the Pittshurgh area by helping to eliminate racial inequity in everyday life. Davis
is the Donald M. Henderson Professor and director of the school’s Center on Race and Social Problems.
The YWCA honored its award winners with a reception and program on Nov. 30 at the Omni William
Penn Hotel, Downtown.

OMEGA PSI PHI HONOREES

MARY JANE BENT/CIDDE

Brian L. Pettiford, a UPMC cardiothoracic surgeon, and Robert Hil, Pitt vice chan-
cellor for public affairs, received leadership awards from Omega Psi Phi, lota
Phi Chapter. Pettiford (below with his wife, Patricia) was honored for his
leadership in medicine. Hill (inset) received an award for his leadership in
the field of education. The fraternal organization comprises professional,
college-educated African American men who volunteer fo improve the
quality of life for people in the greater Pittsburgh community. The annual
award ceremony was held Nov. 17 at the Rodef Shalom, Oakland.
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MURPHY VISITS GSPH

U.S. Congressman Tim Murphy of Pennsylvania visited Pitt’s Graduate School of Public Health on Nov. 30 to meet
with Donald S. Burke, the school’s dean and UPMCJonas Salk Chair in Global Health. Burke invited Murphy to
discuss the school, the Center for Vaccine Research (CVR), and the Regional Biocontainment Laboratory (RBL).
The CVR and RBL are housed in Pitt’s newest research building, the Biomedical Science Tower 3.

From left to right are Ron Montelaro, CVR associate director; Burke; Murphy; and Paul Supowitz, Pitt's vice
chancellor for government relations.
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Proof: Photographs by Caleb Charland, Silver Eye Gallery, through Feb. 2

Concerts

Cuarteto Latinoamericano With
Entrequatre, 8 p.m. today, Carnegie
Music Hall, 4400 Forbes Ave., Oakland,
Pittsburgh Chamber Music Society,
412-624-4129, www.pittsburghchamber-
music.org.

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra and
Mendelssohn Choir of Pitishurgh,
Handel’s Messiah, 8 p.m. Dec. 14-15,
Heinz Hall, 600 Penn Ave., Downtown,
412-394-9400, www.pittsburghsym-
phony.org.

The Pittshurgh Camerata, Star in
the East, 8 p.m. Dec. 15, St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church, 5801 Hampton St.,
Highland Park, 412-421-5884, www.
pittsburghcamerata.org.

J. S. Buch’s Christmas Oratio, 8 p.m.
Dec. 15, 3 p.m. Dec. 16, Heinz Chapel,
Pitt’s Bach and the Baroque Series, 412-
394-3353, www.music.pitt.edu.

Evensong for the 100th Anniversary
of the Dedication of Calvary Church,
7 p.m. Dec. 18, Calvary Episcopal
Church, 315 Shady Ave., Shadyside,
Music at Calvary, 412-661-0120, www.
calvarypgh.org.

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra,
Highmark Holiday Pops Concert,

Dec. 19-23, Heinz Hall, 600 Penn Ave.,
Downtown, 412-394-9400, www.pitts-
burghsymphony.org.

The Ten Tenors, Dec. 27-30, Heinz
Hall, 600 Penn Ave., Downtown, PNC
Broadway Across America Series, 412-
394-9400, www.pgharts.org.

Exhibitions

Regina Gouger Miller Gallery, Patri-
cia Maurides, Michelle Stitzlein, and
Julie Stunden, through Dec. 21, Purnell
Center for the Arts, 5000 Forbes Ave.,
Oakland, Carnegie Mellon University,
412-268-3618, www.cmu.edu/millergal-
lery.

The Andy Warhol Museum, Andy and
Oz: Parallel Visions, A National Gallery
of Australia 25th Anniversary Exhibition,
Georgia O’Keeffe and Andy Warhol, and
Elusive Signs: Bruce Nauman Works
With Light, all through Dec. 30, 117
Sandusky St., Northside, 412-237-8300,
www.warhol.org.

Wood Street Galleries, Workin’ Down
Under, through Dec. 31, 601 Wood St.,
Downtown, 412-471-5605, www.wood-

streetgalleries.org.

Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh
Regional History Center, Stcelers 75th
Season Celebration, through Feb. 10;
Pittsburgh Recast, through March 31;
The Darkest Month, through June 8;
1212 Smallman St., Strip District, 412-

454-6000, www.pghhistory.org.

Carnegie Museum of Art, Picturing
Childhood: Pictorialist Family Photog-
raphy, c. 1890-1940, through Jan. 13,
On a Grand Scale: The Hall of Architec-
ture at 100, through Jan. 27, and Design
to Be Lit, through Feb. 10, 4400 Forbes
Ave., Oakland, 412-441-9786 ext. 224,
WWW.Cmoa.org.

Mattress Factory, /ndia: New Instal-
lations, Part I1, through Jan. 20, 500
Sampsonia Way, Northside, 412-231-
3169, www.mattressfactory.org.

Silver Eye Center for Photography,
Proof: Photographs by Caleb Char-
land, through Feb. 2, 1015 E. Carson
St., South Side, 412-431-1810, www.
silvereye.org.

Lectures/Seminars/
Readings

“Writing Dynamic Abstracts and Sci-
entific Papers,” Kevin L. Kraemer, Pitt
professor of health policy and manage-
ment, 3-5 p.m. Dec. 11, S120 Biomedical
Science Tower, Pitt Office of Academic
Career Development, www.oacd.health.
pitt.edu.

"Avtophagy, a Cellular Survival
Mechanism in Cancer Cells,” Xiao-
Ming Yin, Pitt professor of pathology,
noon Dec. 12, 1104 Scaife Hall, Pitt
Department of Pathology, 412-648-1040,
http://path.upme.edu.

Luncheon Discussion Group:
Dealing With Iran, Dalia
Dassa Kaye, political
scientist with the
RAND Corporation,
noon-1:45 p.m. Dec.
12, Duquesne Club,
325 Sixth Ave.,
Downtown, World
Affairs Council of
Pittsburgh, 412-281-
7970, www.worldaf-
fairspittsburgh.org.

“Managing Up: Obtain-
ing the Resources

and Su‘r?orl to
Succeed,” Cathie T.
Siders, psychological

and organizational
consultant at Siders Consulting, 8-10
a.m. Dec. 13, S100 Biomedical Science
Tower, Pitt Office of Academic and
Career Development, www.oacd.health.
pitt.edu.

“The Thirteen Indigenous Grand-
mothers: The Mayan 12 Prophecies
and Pittsburgh’s xonnedion to
Both,” Mayan Elder Flordemayo and
Quiche Mayan High Priest Don Ale-
jandro Oxlaj, 7-9:30 p.m. Dec. 13, First
United Methodist Church, 5401 Centre
Ave., Shadyside, Epiphany Works, 412-

Victorian Christmas
Frick Art & Historical Center
Dec. 12

241-7001, www.epiphanyworks.org.

“Brain Circuits for Visual Percep-
tion,” Marc A. Sommer, Pitt assistant
professor of neuroscience, noon Dec.
14, Scaife Hall, Lecture Room 6, Senior
Vice Chancellor for Health Sciences
Research Seminar, 412-383-7768, www.
health.pitt.edu/content/SVC_seminars.
asp?id=l.

“The Second Step: Business Planning
Workshop,” 7:30-10 a.m. Dec. 14, 104
Mervis Hall, Pitt Small Business Devel-
opment Center, 412-648-1542, www.
sbdc.pitt.edu.

Jerome Crooks, 2-3 p.m. Dec. 16, First
Floor Quiet Reading Room, Carnegie
Library of Pittsburgh, 4400 Forbes Ave.,
Oakland, Sunday Poetry and Reading
Series, 412-622-3151, www.carnegieli-
brary.org.

Undead in the Garden of Good and
Evil by Kim Harrison, horror book
discussion, 6:30 p.m. Dec. 17, First Floor
Director’s Conference Room, Carnegie
Library, 4400 Forbes Ave., 412-622-3151,
www.carnegielibrary.org.

“Global Health: Horizons of Respon-
sibility—and Opportunity,” Donald
S. Burke, dean and UPMC-Jonas Salk
Chair in Global Health at the Graduate
School of Public Health, 4 p.m. Dec.

18, Frick Fine Arts Auditorium, Room
125, Provost’s Inaugural Lecture Series,
412-624-5750.

“Fatty Acid Synthase as a Meta-
boli¢,” Massimo Loda, profes-

sor of pathology at Harvard

Medical School, noon Dec.

19, 1104 Scaife Hall,

Pitt Department of

Pathology, http:/path.
upmc.edu.

Sunset Limited by
James Lee Burke,
mystery book discus-
sion, 1 p.m.

Dec. 21, First Floor Teen
Quiet Study Room, Carnegie
Library, 4400 Forbes Ave.,
Oakland, 412-622-3151,
www.carnegielibrary.org.

Celtic Spirit Highland

Dancers, cultural pre-
sentation, 2-3 p.m. Dec. 23, First Floor
Quiet Reading Room, Carnegie Library,
4400 Forbes Ave., Oakland, World Kalei-
doscope Series, 412-622-3151, www.
carnegielibrary.org.

Miscellaneous

Building Collaborations for the
Future, Annual Research Poster Day,
3-6 p.m. today, Assembly Room, Wil-
liam Pitt Union, Pitt Institute of Aging,
412-624-1019, www.aging.upme.com.

Coffee and Culture: Victorian Christ-
mas, 10-11 a.m. Dec. 12, Frick Art and
Historical Center, 7227 Reynolds St., Point
Breeze, 412-371-0600, www.frickart.org.

Holiday Greeting Cards: Victorian
Pastimes, 12:30-3:30 p.m. Dec. 15, Frick
Art and Historical Center, 7227 Reynolds
St., Point Breeze, 412-371-0600, www.
frickart.org.

Gift Bag Preparation, Salvation Army
Christmas Dinner for the Homeless and
Needy, 4-7 p.m. Dec. 18, 710 Alumni Hall,
Pitt Volunteer Pool, 412-624-7709, stz@
pitt.edu.

The Island, directed by Pavel Louguine,
independent film presentation, 8 p.m.

Dec. 20, First Floor Film Lounge, Carnegie
Library, 4400 Forbes Ave., Oakland, 412-
622-3105, www.carnegielibrary.org.

Holiday Fun Days—Free Family
Activities, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 28, Frick
Art Museum and Car and Carriage Museum,
Frick Art and Historical Center, 7227 Reyn-
olds St., Point Breeze, 412-371-0600, www.
frickart.org.

First Night, 6 p.m.-midnight Dec. 31,
various Downtown locations, Pittsburgh
Downtown Partnership, 412-281-8722,
www.downtownpittsburgh.com.

Opera/Theater/Dance

A Different Drummer, various times today,
Kelly Strayhorn Theater, 5941 Penn Ave.,
East End, Dance Alloy Theater, 412-363-
4321, www.dancealloy.org.

A Christmas Carol, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 12,
Pasquerilla Performing Arts Center, Pitt-

Johnstown, Nebraska Theater Caravan,
www.nebraskatheatercaravan.com.

The Nutcracker, 8 p.m. Dec. 14-29,
Benedum Center, 719 Liberty Ave.,
Downtown, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre,
412-456-6666, www.pbt.org.

This Wonderful Life, 8 p.m. through
Dec. 16, O’Reilly Theater, 621 Penn Ave.,
Downtown, Pittsburgh Public

Theater, 412-316-1600, www.pgharts.org.

Murderers, 8 p.m. through Dec. 16,
Lester Hamburg Studio, 57 S. 13th St.,
City Theater, South Side, 412-431-2849,
www.pgharts.org.

Pride and Prejudice by Jon Jory, through
Dec. 22, Charity Randall Theatre, Ste-
phen Foster Memorial, Pittsburgh Irish
Classical Theater, 412-394-3353, www.
picttheatre.org.

Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss,
Dec. 27-30, Byham Theater, 719 Liberty
Ave., Downtown, Pittsburgh Opera The-
ater, 412-456-6666, www.operatheater-
pittsburgh.org.

University
Special Events

Pitt-Bradford Open House, 5-7 p.m.
Dec. 12, Admissions Office, Hanley
Library, Pitt-Bradford, 814-362-7555,
dilks@pitt.edu.

Pitt-Bradford Open House, 4-6 p.m.
Dec. 18, Community Education Council, 4
Erie Ave., Bradford, 814-834-9329, vogt@
upb.pitt.edu.

By Sharon S. Blake

A piece of Pitt’s musical
history comes to an end this
month with the final perfor-
mance in the long-standing Bach
and the Baroque Series.

The ensemble will perform
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
with Cantatas 1-3 at 8§ p.m.
Dec. 15 and Cantatas 4-6 at
3 p.m. Dec. 16. Both perfor-
mances are in Heinz Chapel, the
venue that has been home to the
Bach and the Baroque ensemble
for the past 16 years. The event is
cosponsored by Renaissance and
Baroque Society, a Pittsburgh
organization.

Mark Peters, a Bach scholar
and assistant professor of music
at Trinity College, Palos Heights,
I11., will deliver a preconcert lec-
ture one hour before each perfor-
mance in Pitt’s Music Building,
Room 132.

The Bach and the Baroque
ensemble was founded in 1991
by Pitt music professor Don
Franklin and one of the music
department’s senior lecturers,
John Goldsmith. The ensemble
comprises musicians from Pitt
and the regional community, and
frequently uses guest soloists
and instrumentalists from across
the East Coast.

Franklin conceived the
idea for the ensemble more than

Bach and the Baroque Series Comes to a Close
Christmas Oratorio Dec. 15 and 16 will be finale

two decades ago while he was
on research leave in Leipzig,
Germany.

“It was my hope and dream
to bring together instrumen-
talists and singers to form a
Collegium Musicum, in much
the same manner that Bach did
with the university students in
Leipzig during his tenure as
cantor at the Thomaskirche,”
Franklin said.

Goldsmith agreed to work
with the Bellefield Singers, and
other vocalists were recruited
along the way. With the support
of the University and local foun-
dations, Franklin eventually
purchased period instruments
for the ensemble to enhance its
musical exploration of the 17th
and 18th centuries.

Over the years, the ensem-
ble has performed more than 30
of Bach’s church cantatas and
a number of his major vocal-
instrumental works, including
the St. Matthew Passion, St.
John Passion, and portions
of the Mass in B Minor. The
ensemble performed Antonio
Bertali’s Missa Novi Regis in
2005 and many other works by
Bach’s contemporaries.

Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
is based on a biblical narrative,
Lutheran chorales, and choruses
and arias with poetic texts. It
is performed annually in Ger-
many and throughout northern
Europe, much like the Messiah
at Christmas time in the United
States.

Tickets for the final two
performances are priced at
$30, $25, and $15. For full-time
students, there are $10 tickets
available for the Dec. 16 perfor-
mance only. All tickets can be
purchased through the Renais-
sance and Baroque Society Web
site, www.rbsp.org, or by phone
at 412-361-2048.
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University of Pittsburgh

Grant Funds Music Ed Program for Teachers

“Voices Across Time” last held at Pitt in 2006

Members of the Baltimore-based Federal City Brass Band perform music from the Civil War era for participants of the 2006

Voices Across Time Institute.
By Sharon S. Blake

Educators from across the United States
will once again convene at the Pittsburgh
campus to learn how to teach American his-
tory, literature, and other subjects to young
people by incorporating American music
into the curriculum.

Pitt’s Center for American Music,
part of the University Library System, has
received a $193,117 grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities to hold a
“Voices Across Time” Institute, from July
7 to Aug. 8, 2008, on the Pitt campus.

The last “Voices” institute was held at
Pitt in 2006.

It attracted participants from every
corner of the country ... from Chicago to
Phoenix ... from Staten Island to Hono-
lulu.

The series of workshops, field trips,
and seminars will train teachers to educate
young people in history, literature, civics,
economics, and other subjects by using
popular American songs of a particular era.
The faculty will include national education

specialists, historians, and songwriters.

“The sound of history is missing from
our classrooms,” says institute codirec-
tor Deane Root, who is also director and
Fletcher Hodges Jr. Curator of Pitt’s Center
for American Music. “Over the years, songs
have allowed everyday people to voice their
attitudes, opinions, and
beliefs. Music provides
a very real soundtrack
to events throughout
history.”

Root says it’s all
about helping teachers
provide the meaning
behind the facts they’re
teaching. “Music is a
wonderful bridge to
incorporating historical
knowledge, language,
quantitative reason-
ing, and physical per-
formance in the same
classroom,” he added.

For example, stu-
dents may listen to the
spiritual “Go Down,
Moses” to help them
better understand slavery. They may hear
Woody Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your Land”
as arepresentation of the American populist
movement of the mid-20th century.

John Lennon’s “Imagine” may help
them explore the idealism of the 1960s, and
Bruce Springsteen’s “Streets of Philadel-
phia” may enlighten them about poverty and
AIDS in urban centers.

Other tunes may include songs written
by soldiers in war zones, including those
written by U.S. soldiers in Iragq.

One teacher who participated in the
2006 institute later reported using the songs
“Ballad of the Green Beret” and Edwin
Starr’s “War” in a citizenship class. “I gave
them the song lyrics, and they wrote about
whether they thought a person could be a
good citizen and yet protest that country’s
actions in a war,” the unidentified teacher
reported on a survey distributed after the

—Deane Root

“The sound of history is
missing from our class-
rooms. Over the years,
songs have allowed every-
day people to voice their
attitudes, opinions, and
beliefs. Music provides a
very real soundtrack to
events throughout history.”

event. “Those were some very interesting
papers and very stimulating classroom
discussions—a good experience overall.”

While the institute is designed for
teachers of grades seven through 12, it can
be adapted for younger grades.

Another teacher reported that he
continues to use what
he learned at the last
“Voices” institute
almost every day.
“The kids in Special
Ed love this program,”
he said. “I just fin-
ished a unit on pre-
Revolutionary times,
and we discussed the
Salem Witch Trials
and the Puritans. We
used many songs and
then read the book The
Witch of Blackbird
Pond. 1t was phenom-
enal how much the
kids remembered.”

Teachers inter-
ested in more infor-
mation or wishing to
apply, should write to amerimus@pitt.
edu, call 412-624-4100, or visit www.
voicesacrosstime.org.

PUBLICATION NOTICE The nextedition of Pitt
Chronicle will be published Jan. 7. The dead-
line for submitting information is noon Jan. 2.
Items for publication in the newspaper’s
Happenings events calendar (see page 7)
should be submitted to chron@pitt.edu.
Happenings items should include the fol-
lowing information: title of the event, name
and title of speaker(s), date, time, location,
sponsor(s), and a phone number and Web
site for additional information. Items may
be faxed to 412-624-4895 or sent by campus
mail to 422 Craig Hall. For more informa-
tion, call 412-624-1033.







